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T O T H E 

■* 

R E A D E R. 

'QINGING-BIRDS are fo pleafant a part 
of the Creation f whether we confider 
their variety, beauty, or harmony } that the 
animal world does not afford more agreeable 
obje&s to the eyes, nor that fo fweetly gra- 
tifies the fenfe of hearing : they were, un- 
doubtedly, defigned by the great Author of 
Nature to entertain and delight mankind, 
who, for the generality, are well pleafed 
with thefe pretty innocent creatures. I 
therefore thought I could not do a more ac- 
ceptable fervice for the lovers of thefe fweet 
chorifters of the woods, confidering that 
it had never been yet done with fuch ufeful 
improvements, than to furnifh them with 
infii udtions for preferving them in their 
houfes, becaufe they cannot always be en- 
tertained with their mufick in the fields. 

2 



To 



TO THE READER. 

To which end, in a concife, methodical 
manner, I have given the defcription, cha- 
racter, &c. of each fpecies ; the marks of 
cock and hen ; the time and manner of 
building their nefts j the number, colour, 
&c. of their eggs ; how to order and bring 
up the young ; and whatever elfe is necef- 
fary to be known for breeding them. And, 
to render it ftill more ufeful and entertain- 
ing, there are added the reprefentations of 
the cock, hen, and egg of each fort, ex- 
actly copied from nature. This laft very 
pleafant, and fuitable addition, which is 
univerfally delightful to all perfons, is want- 

mg in the books that have been hitherto- 
publifhed on this fubjeCt. * 

I fhall obferve nothing more, only, that 
I with my readers may receive the fatis- 
faCtion that was intended, by the fincere 
endeavours of their 

Mofl humble fervant, 

* 

A Bird Fancier . 
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Defcription and Character of the Black- 

Bird. 

qp h i s is a well-known bird, being 
A common in moft, if not all the coun- 
ties in England ; therefore needs not a par- 
ticular defcription. He is the largeft fong- 
bird that I know of, found in this kingdom; 
and likewife one of the firft that proclaims 
the welcome lpring, by his flirill harmoni- 
ous voice, as if he were the harbinger of 
nature, to awaken the reft of the feathered 
tribe to prepare for the approaching feafon : 
and by the lweet modulation of his tuneful 

B accents. 
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accents, endeavours to dehght the hen, and 
allure her to fubmit to his embraces, even 
before there are leaves on the trees, and 
whilft the frofts are in the fields ; building 
tncu neit the fooneit of any bird j bavin 0- 
young ones, commonly by the twenty-fifth 

of March, and fometimes by the middle of 
that month. 

I he cock, when kept in a cage, whiflles 
and fings very delightedly all the fpring 
and fummer-time j at lead four or five 
months in tne year : is a flout, hardy birdj 
which, befides his own pleafant natural note, 
may be taught to whiflle, or play a tune. 

The Black-bird, when wild in the fields, 
feeds promifcuoufly upon berries and in- 
feds : his a folitary bird, that for the moll 
part dies fingly. 



fThe diJUnguiJhing 'Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

.'s' 4 ' * \ » 

* w ■ *• * i ■ . 

THEY are not eafily known by their 
colour while young, but the blacked bird 
generally proves a cock : the irides, or cir- 
cle, that circumveds the eye in the young 
cock-bird, is yellow : his bill is black, and 
turns not perfedly yellow till he is near a 
year old : the bill of an old cock- bird is 
of a deep yellow ; in the hen the tip and 
upper part is black ; the mouth, in both, 

1 is 




ENGLISH SINGING-BIRDS. 



3 

is yellow within : the hen, and young 
cock-birds are rather brown, or of a dark 
ruffet, than black, and their bellies of an 
afti-colour ; but after the cock has mewed 
his chicken feathers, he becomes coal- 
black. > 



*Tbe 'time and Manner of the Black-bird’j 

building her Nell, &c. 

■ 

THIS bird, as 1 obferved before, breeds 
very foon in the year ; has young ones by 
the end Of March , or fooner : fhe builds 
her neft very artificially ; the outfide of 
mofs, llender twigs, bents and fibres of 
roots, all very ftrongly cemented, and 
joined together with clay; plaiftering the 
infide alfo, and lining it with a cover- 
ing of fmall ftraws, bents, hair, or other 
foft matter ; upon which fhe lays four or 
five eggs, feldom more, of a biueilh green 
colour, full of dufky fpots. She builds 
pretty open, generally in a hedge, near 
the ground, and before there are many 
leaves upon the bullies ; which fo expofes 
their neit, confidering the largenefs of it, 
that it may be eafily difcovered. 

The cavity of a complete neft I meafured, 
was two inches and an half deep; diameter 
««t the top, four inches one way, and five 

B 2 the 
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the other, being of an oblong figure : it 
weighed thirteen ounces : the bird itfelf is 
in length, from the tip of the bill to the 
end of the tail, eleven inches, of which 

the bill is one inch, and the tail four in- 
ches long. 



Of the young Birds, and how to order them. 

TH E Black-bird has either four or five 
young ones at a breeding, hardly ever more 
or lefs ; you may take them at twelve days 
old, or fooner j they may be raifed with 
little trouble, taking care to keep them 
clean, and feeding them with fheep’s heart, 
or other lean meat, that is not faked, cut 
very final 1, and mixed with a little bread ; 
and while young, give them their meat 
moift, and feed them every two hours, or 
'V tit s > when they are grown up, feed 

them with any fort of flefli meat, raw or 
drefied, provided it be not fait ; it will be 
rather better food for them, if you mix a 
little bread with it. When their neft grows 
foul, take them out, and put them into a 
cage or bafket, upon clean ft raw ; and when 
they can feed themfelves, feparate them. 

He is a ftout healthful bird, not very fub- 
je& to diforders ; but, if you find him lick 
or droop at any time, an houfe fpider or 

two 
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two will help him; and let him have a little 
cochineal in his water, which is very ch ear- 
ful and good. They love to wafh and prune 
their feathers ; therefore, when they are 
fully grown up, fet water in their cages for 
that purpofe. • 

It is to be remembered as a general rule, 
to give all your birds wholeibme good food, 
never letting it grow Rale or four ; and to 
be ever mindful of keeping their cages 
clean : thefe are the fureft means to make 
all kinds of birds thrive, and to prevent 
many difeafes they are fubjedt to from nafti- 
nefs and unwholefome food and water. 
Black-birds are always brought up from 
the neft, the old ones not being to be tamed. 
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I 'm,' 

Of the Song-thrufti. 



f I" H E common Song-thrufh is fomewhat 
■* lefs than the Black-bird : the upper 
furface of the body is of an olive colour, 
with a mixture of yellow in the wings ; the 



There are three or four other forts of 
Thrufhes found in England ; as firft, the 
great ThruCh, called the Miffel-bird, 
Meafle-taw, or Shrite, which in the colour 
and fpots of the bread: and belly, agrees 
with the Song-thrufh, but is a bigger bird : 
he is very beautiful to look at, but not va- 
lued for finging, therefore feldom kept in a 
cage. 

The fecond fort, called the Redwing, 
Swinepipe, or Wind-thrufh, is in fhape and 
colour fo like the Song-thrufh, that they 
are hard to be diflinguiihed, only the latter 

H O A A tA A /v 4* /A 4- 4- /-\ K /a n / 4— 



'The Defcription and Character. 



bread yellowiih, fpotted with dufky fpots # 
and the belly white. 
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The third fort is called the final! Heath- 
thrufh, from its building upon heaths and 
commons ; he is of a darker colour than 
any of the other of the Thrufh kind, and by 
feme valued for hinging ; but as none of 
the forts are comparable to the common 
Song- thrufh, nor fo well known, I fhall 
treat of the Song-thrufh only 1 which is a 
curious bird, as well for the great variety 
of his notes, as his long continuance in 
fong, which is, at lead, nine months in the 
year. In the beginning of the fpring, he 
fits on high trees, and fmgs mod; fweetly, and 
is as delightful a bird as a perfon can defire 
to keep in a cage ; fome of them, when they 
have been brought up from the neft, have 
learnt the Wood- lark’s. Nightingale’s, and 
other curious birds fongs. 



'The diflinguifhing Marks of the Cock and Hen ® 

r PIE cock and hen of this kind are fo 
much alike in the colour of their feathers* 
and fhape of their bodies* that* notwith- 
ftanding I have carefully examined them 
divers times* I could not difcover any cer- 
tain marks* whereby to know the one from 
the other : yet* thus much I have difcovered* 
which will appear to a nice obferver: — • in a 
Mi-feathered bird* the dufky* or olive 

B 4 colour 
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colour on his back, &c. is fomewhat darker 
than the back, See. of the hen-bird ; and 
has a more gloffy cart; the fpots on his 
breaft and belly feem darker, and brighter 
likevvife, and rather more white appears on 
his belly. 

It is obfervable, that in the cocks and 
hens of all kinds of birds, where the colours 
are the fame in both, yet the cock-bird 
conftantfy excels the hen in the refplenden- 
cy of his feathers : in the Song- thrufli, in 
an old bird, this difference is apparent ; 
but then we are not put to fuch difficulties 
to know the cock, he fufficiently difeovers 
himfelf by his fine fong. 

In young Thrulhes, I would always chufe 
the fleekeft and brighteft bird ; when they 
begin t© feed themlelves, both cocks and 
hens will record : the cock will get upon 
his perch, and fing his notes low, for fome 
time ; the hen will attempt to fing, but do 
it only by jerks, and fo difappoint your ex- 
pectation. At the latter end of the ham- 
mer, when their moulting is over, the cocks 
will break out ftrong in fong, and fing in 
winter, as well as fummer. 

*The Time and Manner of the building her Nejl. 

THIS bird breeds very early in the 
fpring, nearly as foon as the Black-bird ; 

£he 
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fhe commonly has young ones by the end 
of March, or beginning of April. I faw a 
neft of young, about the fifth or fixth of 
April, notwithfcanding it had been a cold 
fpring, which were well feathered, and at 
lead: twelve days old. 

The Thrufh builds in woods or orchards, 
fometimes in a thick hedge, near the ground. 
The outfide of her neft confifts of fine foft' 
green mofs, interwoven with dead grafs, 
hay, &c. The infide very curioufly plaiftered 
with cow-dung, not daubed, as fome have 
laid, but with better Ik'ill than many of our 
plaifterers could do the fame work. Note, 
the Black-bird always plaifters with clay or 
mud, this bird always with cow-dung; the 
other days a covering of foft ftuff in the 
infide to lay her eggs upon ; the Thrufh 
lays her’s upon the bare infide or plaiftering, 
but not till it is thoroughly dry; five or fix 
in number, of a blueifh green colour, fpeck- 
led with a few fmall black fpots, chiefly at 
the biggeft end. 

The hollow of a compleat nefl; I mea- 
fured, was two inches and a half deep; the 
diameter ol the infide at the top four inches ; 
it was exactly round, and the whole neft 
weighed one ounce and three quarters.— I 
examined two more at the fame time, which 
were nearly of the fame dimenfions with 
this, but in weight, one three ounces, the 
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other three and an half. The length of a 
full-grown bird, from the point of the bill 
to the end of the tail, is nine inches ; of 
which tne bill is one, and the tail three and 
a half ; therefoie, allowing for tail, bill, and* 
head, which always lie out when fhe fits in 
.oei neft, tne cavity is juft fitted to receive 
her body. The fame I have obferved of the 
nefls of fame other birds ; efpecially fuch 
build with fides, and make deep cavities. 
The bird hands within fide, when fhe is 
at work, and makes her own body the 
model of her dimenfions, in building. 

Of the Young , how to order them , &c. 

\ ♦ ' 

i 

i HE Song-thrufh has five or fix young 
ones at a breeding ; they may be taken at 
twelve or fourteen days old, or fooner if 
it be mild weather; they muff be kept warm 
and clean, and fed with raw meat, bread, 
and hemp-feed bruifed ; the meat cut finall, 
and tne bread a little wet, and then mixed 
together : feed them once in about two hours. 

A ou mull be fure to keep them very neat and 
Ctean; taKe their dung away every time you 
iecu them: when their neff grows very foul, 
taxc them out, and put them in clean ftraw; 
and when they are pretty well feathered, put 
them m a la ; ge cage with two or three perches 

in 
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in it, and dry mofs or ftrawat the bottom. 
When they are grown up, you may feed 
them with fieih meat, boiled, raw, or 
roafted, provided it be not fait ; or you 
may by degrees intirely wean them of flefh, 
and give them only bread and hemp-feed; 
but 1 approve of flefh, mixed with bread, 

. . A ■ 

as the belt food. Give them frefh water 
twice a week to wafh themfelves; otherwife 
they will not thrive : if they are kept dirty, 
it will give them the cramp, to which they 
are very fubjeft. Good victuals, water, and 
clean lodging, are the befl: means to prevent 
it. 

The Thrufh, when in the fields, feeds 
an infefts and fnails, as alfo berries of 
‘^hite thorn and inifletoe. 
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Of the Starling. 

The Defcription and Character. 

*~T S H E Starling is nearly as big as the 
Black- bird, and in lhape very much 
like that bird. It does not ling naturally, 
but has a wild, fcreaming, uncouth note ; 
yet for his aptnefs in imitating man’s voice, 
and Ipeaking articulately, and his learning 
to whittle divers tunes, is highly valued as 
a very pleafant bird; and when well taught, 
will fell for five guineas or more. 

They are gregarious birds, living and fly- 
ing together in great flocks : they company 
alfo with Redwings and Fieldfares; yet they 

do not fly away with them, but abide with 
us all the year. 



The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

THERE is a mark peculiar to the cock 
of this kind, whereby he may be known 
from the hen, whilfl: young. Under his 
tongue he has a black llroke, very plain to 
be feen if you open his mouth, which the 
hen hath not, or, at lead, fo faint, that 
^tis hardly vifible ; but the firlt time the 

cock 
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cock moults his feathers, he lofes that black 
Broke : he may then be known from the 
hen by his colours, in the beauty of which 
he much excels her. His bread has a 
changeable call of gr een, red, purple, &c. 
elfe the feathers all over his body are black, 
with a blue and purple glofs, varying, as 
it is varioufly expofed to the light; only the 
t;ips of the feathers on his head, neck, and 
bread; are yellowifh ; and on the belly, &c. 
white : all his fpots and colours are brighter 
than thofe of the hen. The bill of the 
cock is of a pale yellow, inclining to white; 
in the hen, dufky. 

* i t . - .5 \ \ 

The Time and Manner of the Starling’* build- 
ing her nejl. 

THIS bird ufually breeds in May, has 
young ones fit to take towards the end of 
that month, fometimes by the rjiiddle of it. 
They build their neB in the holes of towers, 
pigeon-houfes, trees, &c. The goodnefs 
of thefe birds does not depend upon the 
places where they breed, though feme have 
given the preference to one fort, and lome 
to the other ; for my part, I could never 
find fuch a difference as to efieem one fort 
before the other, for the fame birds may 
build in anv of thofe places, as they find it 

- moll 
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moft convenient for them. She lays four 

or five eggs, lightly tindured with a green- 
ifh blue. 



Qf the Young , how to order them , &c. 

THE Starling has four or five young 
°nes at a breeding they may be taken when 
double pen-feathered, which is about ten 
days old; taking the fame care in keeping 
them very clean and warm, as was di reded 
m the Biack- cird ano. Thrufh ; you may 
put them in a balket in clean draw, and 
bring them up with the fame meat, and af- 
ter the fame manner as young Black- birds, 
feeding them every two hours, five or fix 
fmall pieces at a time ; let them have 
enough, but never overload the ftomachs 
pf young birds, it does them more harm 
than good. Every time you feed, or take 
tnem in hand, you may talk to them what 
you would have them learn ; they are apt 
birds, and will take it prefently. To flit 
their tongues, as many people advife and 
pradife, that the birds, as they fay, may 
talk the plainer, is a cruel and ufelefs expe- 
dient ; they will talk as well without, as f 
have found by experience ; as will likewifi^ 
Magpies, and other talking birds. When 
they can feed themfelves^put them in a 

vy ^ large 
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large cage, with clean ftraw or mofs at the 
bottom, and give them fometimes clean 
water to wa£h themfelves in ; this is the 
moft fure method to have good healthful 
birds, fuch as will reward your trouble in 
bringing them up. The Starling, when 
wild, feeds upon beetles, worms, and other 
infedts. 

The length of a full-grown bird, from 
the tip of his bill to the end of his tail, 
is nine inches ; of which the bill is an inch 
and a quarter, and the tail three inches long; 
and, when in flelh, weighs about three 
ounces. 

. The bird is naturally hardy and health- 
ful ; but when kept in a cage, is fubjed to 
the cramp, fits, &c. fometimes it feizes him 
fo fuddenly, that he will fall down from 
his perch, and beat himfelf to death pre- 
fently ; a fpider, or meal-worm is a good 
remedy againft: it, giving him two or three 
at a time, twice or thrice a week. If you 
give him good meat and drink, as I faid by 
the Black- bird, and keep him clean, it will 
prevent his fits, or any other diforder, bet- 
ter than any thing elfe that I know of. 

/ ' v 
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Of the Bullfinch. 



The Defcription and Character. 

T)ULLFINCHES are fo called from 
their heads, which are black, and, for 
the proportion of their bodies, large: in 
fo me places in England, they are called 
Nopes, mothers. Thick-bills, and in fome 
Hoops : this laft name they have, probably, 
from their wild hooping fort of a note. 
They aie very docile birds, the hen learning 
after the pipe or whiffle, as well as the 
cock, having no fong of their own, but 
what is taught them, in which they excel 
mod: birds : and the peculiar rarity of thefe 
birds is, that tney never forget what they 
have oncw icaint, though they hang among 
ever fo many birds. Some have been taught 
to fpeak feveral words at command. ’Tis a 
bird much effeemed in England, both for 
beauty and tinging ; and defervedly, in my 
judgment; for, in the former, he equals’, 
and the latter, when well taught, excels all 
fmall birds : they have been frequently fold 
from five ten guineas a bird. 

Theie birds delight to feed upon the buds 
of fiuit-tiees, fuch as the apple, pear, peach, 
and othei garden trees ; of which they only 
$ake the blowing buds, and by that means 
. * da 
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do great damage to the gardeners ; who, 
therefore, hate and deftroy them, as a great 
ped: of their gardens. They fay, in fome 
part of the kingdom, a reward is given by 
the churchwardens for every Bullfinch that’s 
killed if fo, that may be affigned as one 
reafon of their fcarcity ; being lefs common 
than mod: other finging-birds that breed 
with us. 



/ • 

t 

The Marks of the Cock and Hen, 



THE cock is in bignefs equal to the hen, 
but hath a flatter crown, and excels her in 
beauty of his colours ; a lovely fcarlet, or 
crimfon, adorns his bread; ; the feathers on 
the crown of the head, and thofe that com- 
pafs the bill, are of brighter black than 
thofe of the hen : if both are feen together, 
the one may very eafily be known from the 
other ; the colours in the cock being much 
more refplendent than in the hen : but 
whilH the birds are young, it is more diffi- 
cult to dffiinguifh them : one of the furefl: 
ways is, to pull off a fevy feathers from 
their breads when they are about three 
weeks old, and in about ten or twelve days 
alter, you will perceive the feathers to come 
where you have pulled, of a curious red, 
if a cock ; if a hen, they will come of a 
palilh b row i). 
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The 'Time , Manner, &c. of her building. 

THE Bullfinch breeds late in the fpring; 
feldom has young ones before the end of 
May, or beginning of June : the builds in 
an orchard, wood, or park, where there are 
plenty of trees, or on heaths : her neft is 
not very common to be found ; ’tis an ordi- 
nary mean fabric, made with feemingly 
little art : fhe lays four or five eggs, of a 
blueiih colour, fpotted at the biggeft end with 
large dark brown, and faint reddiih fpots. 



Of the Young, how to order them, &c. 

YOU muft not take thefe birds too 
young ; let them be well feathered firft, at 
leaft twelve or fourteen days old ; keep them 
warm and clean, feed them every two hours, 
from morning until night, giving them 
little at a time : their meat mull be rape- 
feed foaked in clean water, eight or ten 
hours ; then fcalded, brained, and bruifed, 
mixt with an equal quantity of white bread 
foaked in fair water, boiled with a little milk 
to a thick confiflency : make but little at 
a time, but let them have freih every day, 
it being apt to four in two days, and fuch 
meat will fpoil the birds : when they begin 
to feed themfelves, break them from this 

foft 



X 



ENGLISH SINGING-BIRDS. 19 

foft meat as foon as you can ; then give them 
rape and canary feed, the fame as you do the 
Linnet, but more of the former than the 
latter. If at any time you perceive them 
out of order, put a blade of faffron in their 
water ; and you may try them with the 
Wood-lark’s meat, or fine hemp- feed, but 
keep moffly to rape, with a little canary- 
feed mixed with it. 

You muft remember often to pipe, whiffle, 
or talk to them, whilll they are young, what 
you are minded they ihould learn, and you 
will find them foon take it. 

A Bullfinch, at full growth, is fix inches 
long, from point of bill to the end of the 
tail, of which the tail is two inches : in 
weight thirteen drams. 






















/>» 



^6“ . 



if a/vS) 



sir'd , 



C--Q >V? -CO 'ZJt'VY* 



■/ 



/p 






s’Vvy /VAVVI -CSLs 

'J- 






“<■ -6s/~ Xsn L ^ 






& 






lA -l 






40 






oYl 







/*S14 



* 



S 




7 



4 






sy» k^# uy . 




j 




*-»3 ■<— A. 

V" 



auyti 



-/ 











20 A NATURAL HISTORY OF 



Which in feme Places , from its feeding on the 
Seeds of Pbijlks, is called Thiftlefinch. 



T T is every wherein England well-known,. 

and highly efteemed both for dinging and 
for- the elegancy of its colours, being certain- 
ly the moft beautiful and fmeft-feathered of 
all cage-birds : a ring of curious fcarlet- 
coloured feathers encompatfes the fore-part 
of his head, or bails of the bill ; and from 
the eyes to the bill on each fide, is drawn 
a black line ; the jaws are white, the top 
of the head black, from which ' a broad 
black line is produced on both tides, almoffc 
to the neck j the hinder part of the head 
is white ; the neck and fore-part of the 
back are of a reddifh afh-colour ; the rump, 
bread:, and tides of the fame, but a little 
paler ; the belly whitith ; the wings and 
tail black, only the tips of the principal 
feathers in both are white ; betides, the wings 
are adorned with a moft beautiful tranfverfe 
ftroke of yellow or gold-colour. I thould 
not have been to particular in deferibing the 
colours of this bird, but I think the great 



Of the Goldfinch 
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variety that Nature has painted 'it Vvdth, 
wherein it excels all fmall birds, at lead; 
what are found in thefe parts of the world, 
make it deferving of it ; yet, by reafon of 
age, fex, or other accidents, the Goldfinch 
fometimes varies from thefe colours. 

They are of a mild and gentle nature, as 
may even thence appear, that prefently after 
they are caught, without ufing any art or 
care, they will fall to their meat and drink; 

»or are they fo affrighted at the prefence of a 
'man as moil other birds are wont to be, nor 
very much troubled at their imprifonment in 
a cage ; for, if they have continued there a 
good while, they like it fo well, that tnougn 
you let them loofe, they will not fly away ; 
but when feared, fly diredly to their cage * 
for Ihelter. 

They are called in fome places. Draw- 
waters, from their aptnefs to learn to draw 
their water when they want to drink, in a 
little ivory bucket, fattened to a fmall chain, 
made for that purpofe : ’tis a pretty light to 
fee with what dexterity thefe little creatures 
will pull up their bucket, drink, and throw 
it down again; and lift up the lid of a fmall 
box, or bin, with their bill, to come at their 
meat, &c. They are wonderfully delighted 
with viewing themfelves in a glafs, fixed to 
the back of their bucket-board, where they 
will fit upon their perch, pruning and dref- 
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fing themfelves with the greateft care ima- 
ginable, often looking in the glafs, and 
placing every feather in the niceft order ; 
no lady can take greater pleafure, or be 
more nice in dreffing herfelf, than this little 
beautiful bird is in reftifying all diforders 
in his plume, not fuffering a feather to lay 
amifs. 

The Goldfinch is a long-lived bird, that 
will fometimes reach to the age of twenty 
years : Mr. Willoughby makes mention of 
one that lived twenty- three years. They 
are birds that fly in flocks, or companies ; 
and when at liberty, delight to feed upon 
the feeds of thiftle, teafel, hemp, dock, &c. 

The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

% ^ 

THE feathers on the ridge of the wing 
in the cock are coal-black, quite up to the 
fhoulder, whereas in the hen-bird, though 
they appear black, are of a grey, or duflcy 
afh -colour, when compared to thofe of the 
cock : he is browner on the back and fides 
of the breaft: j the red, yellow, and, in fhort, 
all his colours are much brighter than thofe 
of the hen : thefe are conftant, infallible 
marks, by which the cock may be known 
from the hen, either old or young : befides, 
the hen hath a fmaller note, and fings not 
fo much. 

The 
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The Time , Manner, &c. of building their Nefl, 

THE Goldfinch begins to build in April, 
when the fruit-trees are in blofiom : as they 
excel all our fmall birds in beauty of feathers, 
fo do they likewife in art : their neft is not 
only very fmall, but exceeding pretty ; the 
outfide confifts of very fine mofs, curioufly 
interwoven with other loft bedding ; the in- 
fide lined with delicate fine down, wool, &c. 
She lays fix or feven white eggs, fpecked 
and marked with a reddilh brown. To find 
their neft is not very eafy, for they generally 
build in fruit-trees, viz. apple, pear, plumb, 
&c. but moft commonly in the apple, pret- 
ty high upon the branches, where either 
the blofiom or leaves intercept our fight ; 
and at fuch a time when we cannot come 
at them without the hazard of damaging 
the bloom, or young fruit. I have known 
thefe birds very often to build in the elder- 
tree •, and fometimes in thorns and hedges; 
but not near fo common as in fruit-trees. 



Of' the Toung, how to order them , &c. 

THE Goldfinch has fix or feven young 

ones at a breeding ; they are tender birds, 

and therefore Ihould not be taken too foon ; 

let them be pretty well feathered firft $ they 

C 4 will 
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will not be fullen, like the young of many 
other birds, by flaying too long in the nefl: ; 
when you take them, prepare their meat 
after this manner: — foak white bread in fair 
watei, fiiain it, and then boil it with a lit- 
tle milk, till ’tis as thick as hafty-puddino-,' 
adding to it a little flour of canary-feed i ' 
with this meat feed them every two hours, 
or oftner, giving them but little at a time, 
two or thiee flnall bits only ; begin to feed 
them about fun-riflng, and continue after 
this manner till fun-l'etting : let them have 
frefh victuals every day, or every other day 
at fartheft •, when you have fed them a 
month, or thereabouts, begin to break them 
-irom this foft meat, by giving them a little 
canary-feed, and foft meat befides ; when 
you And tney feed pretty freely upon the 
feed, keep them conftantly to that diet • 
but though they will eat hemp-feed, and 
lome other kinds of feed, yet I never found 
it agree lb well with them as the canary. 

If a young Goldfinch be brought up un- 
der the Canary-bird, the Wood-lark, or any 
other fine-finging bird, he will take their 
long very readily : I am told of a lady that 

has one of thefe birds, that will talk very 
finely. * 

A cock-bird, bred from the nefl, will ' 
couple with a hen Canary-bird, and produce 

a bird 
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a bird between both kinds ; partaking ©f 
the fong and colours of both. 

The length of a full-grown bird, from 
the tip of his bill to the end of his tail, is 
live inches and a half ; of which the latter 
is two, and the former a little more than: 
half an inch long ; when in flefh the bird 
weighs about an ounce. 

This, as I faid before, is a long-lived and 
very healthful bird, that is feldom out of 
order ; but when I find him droop, I give 
him faffron in his water ; if he has a fcour- 
ing, crumble a little dry chalk in his cage, 
or among his feed, or hick a bit betwixt the 
wires of his cage, and gravel at the bottom, 
and try him with a little thihle-leed, or 
other feeds which they delight to feed upon 
when wild : the firft may be found in the 
great thihle, at the bottom of a white 
down. 

Thefe birds are taken almoh at any time 
of the year, either with lime-twigs, or the 
clap-net, in great numbers ; the young 
flight in June, July, or Auguft ; but the 
belt time for catching them is about Mi- 
chaelmas : they frequent the fields where 
the thiftle, and thofe other feeds grow, as 
mentioned before : they are eafily caught, 
being of fo gentle and familiar a nature, 

and will both feed and fing prefently ; 

when 
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when you hr ft take them, you may give 
them hemp-feed cracked, or fome of the 
lame they love to feed upon in the helds • 
you may foon bring them to feed on the 
canary which is more wholefome, and 
agrees better with them than hemp-feed. 
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Of the Chaffinch. 

/ ■ * 

c Tl>e Defcription and CharaSler . 

T H E Chaffinch is a flout, hardy, well- 
known bird ; being common almofl: 
in every tree or hedge ; of the bignefs of 
the Bullfinch ; lavifh in his fong, and when 
brought up from the nefl, or branchers, 
will ling fix or feven months in the year ; 
the wild, not above three months ; and 
chiefly in breeding-time. Some of thefe 
birds prove good and valuable, but the 
greater part not worth keeping. 

’Tis a cuftom among the bird- men, when 
they want to learn the Chaffinch a fong, to 
blind him when he is about three or four 
months old; which is done by clofing up his 
eyes with a wire made almofl red-hot, be- 
caufe, as they fry, he will be more atten- 
tive, and learn the better ; but I am fure it 
would be much better never to confine them 
in cages, than purchafe their harmony by 
fuch diabolical ufage. It is enough, to de- 
prive thefe little innocent creatures of li- 
berty for our pleafure and entertainment j 
but to put out their eyes to encreaie it, is 
exceedingly barbarous. If what they affign 
for this, is true, yet the practice is cruel. 
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nd what no one, who has any tendernefs 
in his nature, would ever be guilty of. 
This poor bird, belides the pain of the firft 
operation, and what he differs before, to 
prepare him for it, by being kept in dark- 
nefs till he can find his meat, &c. and the 
mifery that follows for a fortnight, or more, 
is fometimes tortured a fecond time, be- 
came, perhaps, he has rubbed his eyes 
open again, or the cruelty was too favoura- 
bly performed. 



f 1 T 

The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

T H E male of this kind may be diftin- 
gu iihed from the female, at ten or twelve 
days old ; the difference is very plain, if 
you view them together : the cock-bird has 
a great deal more white in his wing than 
the hen, particularly on his pinion ; his 
bread is remarkably redder, and the feathers 
of the whole bird of a higher and brighter 
colour than the hen’s. In an old bird, the 
head of the cock is biueifh, the back of a 
reddhh brown, with a mixture of afh-co- 
lour or green j the bread: of a fine red ; 
and the belly, under the tail, white. The 
colours of the hen are not fo bright and 
lively ; her rump is green, back not fo 
brown, and the belly not red* inclines to a 

dirty 



ENGLISH SINGING-BIRDS. 29 

dirty kind of green ; the bread: is alfo of a 
duller colour, more upon the grey. 



fbe 'time and Manner of building their Nef, 

&c. 



THE Chaffinch breeds in May, and has 
young ones the beginning of that month. 
She builds near the top of an high hedge, 
or on the branches in the fide of a tree : 
her neft is the prettied: of all fmall birds, 
excepting the Goldfinch’s, which, I think, 
excels it in beauty : the outfide is green 
mofs, fmall flicks, withered grafs, horfe 
and cow hair, wool, feathers, &c. the in- 
fide lined with feathers, hair, wool, &c. 
making an exceeding foft bed for her young. 
The infide, or cavity of the neft, is an inch 
and three quarters deep j the diameter two 
inches and a half j and, notwithdanding the 
bottom and fides of this curious fabric 
were near an inch thick, the whole weight 
of a complete neft was no more than feven 
drams. Another neft, whofe dimenfions 
agreed with this, was two drams lighter. 
The bird itfelf, when fully grown, weighs 
about fourteen drams : its length, from the 
end of the bill to the end of the tail, is 
fix inches ; of which the latter is two and 

a half long. She lays ufually four eggs, 

but 
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but fometimes five, of a whitifii colour, 
fpotted with a few large reddifh brown 
fpots, with a few fmall fpecks and ftreaks at 
the biggefi: end, of the fame colour. 



Of the Young , how to order them , &c. 

* 

THE Chaffinch has commonly but four 
young ones at a breeding ; you may take 
them when they are about ten days old, and 
feed them as you do the Goldfinch or Lin- 
net ; they are hardy birds, that may be 
eaiily raifed : and when they are out of 
order, apply the fame things as you do to 
thofe birds when lick. 

Theie birds are taken with clap-nets in 
great plenty, in June and July, efpecially 
the young flight, which we call Branchers, 
when they come to drink at their watering- 
place, &c. therefore ’tis hardly worth the 
trouble of bringing them from the nefi, 
though fome, that are bred under the fweet- 

fong Chaffinch, fometimes prove very good 
birds. 



Of 
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Of the Greenfinch, 

Green-linnet, or, as it is commonly called, 

the Green-bird. 

/ 

Thhe Description and Character. 

T T is a little bigger than the Chaffinch, 
-*• of a ftrong, hardy nature : they are fre- 
quently kept in cages, but not much efteemed 
for finging ; they are more valued for their 
learning to ring the bells in a cage con- 
trived for that purpofe : though fome of 
them, if brought up from the neft, will 
learn to pipe, whiftle, and the fong of 
moft other birds. 

At the beginning of winter, and in hard 
weather, they gather in flocks, and may be 
taken with the clap-nets in great numbers. 



“The Marks of the Cock and Hen, 

HIS head and hack are green, the edges 
of the feathers greyiffi •, and the middle of 
the back hath fomething of a chefnut- 
colour intermixed : the fore-part of his 
head, neck, and bread:, quite down to his 
belly and rump, are of a deep yellowilh 

green 
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green ; the lower belly inclining to whitifh : 
the borders of the outermoft quill-feathers 
cf the wings are of an elegant yellow; and 
the feathers along the ridge of the wing, 
are of a lovely yellow likewife. The co- 
lours of the hen are not fo bright and live- 
ly i and on the bread; and back hath oblong 
dufky fpots : where the cock is of a fine 
yellow, her colours are of a fordid green. 
The young cock-birds, as foon as they are 
feathered, may be known from hens, by 
the lame brightnefs in their colours. 



'The Time and Manner of their building . 

f 

• I .'*■ jgl 

THE Green-bird has young ones about 
the middle of May. She builds in hedges, 
and makes a large ned: ; the outmod part 
of which confides of hay, grafs, Rubble, &c. ; 
the middle of mods ; the inmoft, on which 
the eggs lie, of feathers, wool, hair, &c, 
foft and pretty. She lays five or fix eggs, 
of a very faint green colour, fprinkled with 
fmall reddifh fpots, efpecially at the blunt 
end. The infide was an inch and a quarter 
deep, and four wide ; the whole compofi- 
tion weighed eleven drams ; another ned; I 
examined at the fame time, differed not in 
weight quite half a dram, and had dimen- 
fions equal likewife. The bird, from the 

end 
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end of his bill to the end of the tail, is fix 
inches and a half ; the bill is half an inch j 
and the tail two and a quarter. Its weight 
is about fixteen drams. 



Of the Young, how to order them, &c, 

■* » Vr •* \- ' • y ■ ■■ . ' •* 

SHE has five or fix young ones at a 
breeding ; they may be taken at ten days 
old, and brought up with the fame food 
and management as Linnets, or other birds 
of the Finch kind ; they are not very ten- 
der : only keep them clean, and there is no 
fear but they will thrive. And after all, I 
cannot recommend them for pleafant cage- 
birds. If you regard his colours, he is as 
finely feathered as moft birds ; and in an 
aviary makes as pretty a ffiow as the befi: of 
them. 

He is feldom fick ; but when he is, give 
him what you give Linnets or Chaffinches. • 



Of 
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Of the common Linnet. 

... . 

’ i • , v ' . ' * 4 i 

‘The Defcription and Char aider . 

T?0 R the fweetnefs of its finging, the 
-®- Linnet is fo much efteemed, that by 
many perfons he is thought to excel all fmall 
birds : he has certainly a curious fine note, 
little inferior to the beft of birds ; he may 
be taught likewife to pipe, whiftle, or the 
fong of any other fine bird ; but as his own 
is fo good, that trouble is unneceflary ; the 
natural note of any fine fong- bird, to my 
fancy, is ever to be preferred; but where the 
bird has but an indifferent fong of his own, 
then to learn him to pipe, whiftle, &c. is 
pleafant, and well worth the trouble. He 
is pretty apf in learning, if you bring him up 
from the neft, and will take the Wood-lark’s 
fong to perfection, or that of Canary-birds, 



The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

YOU may know the cock- bird, either old 
or young, by thefe two marks ; firft, the 
feathers on his back are much browner than 
thofe of the hen ; fecond, by the white of 
his wing. Take your Linnet, when the 

5 3 V- wing- 
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wing-feathers are grown, and dretch out 
his wing, holding his body fall with the 
other hand, and then obferve the white 
upon three or four feathers ; if it appears 
clear and bright, and reaches up to the 
quills, it is a fure fign of a cock-bird ; for 
the white in the wing of the hen is much 
lefs, and fainter. 

r ? 

j the 'Time and Manner of "their building . 

T H E Linnet has young ones by the end 
of April, or beginning of May; builds com- 
monly in a thick bufh or hedge ; I have 
feen her in both black and white thorn; the 
likewife builds among furze-bufhes, &c. 
making a fmall pretty ned : the outfide of 
bents, dried weeds, and other dubby mat- 
ter ; and the bottom all matted together : 
the inlide of fine foft wool, or cotton, 
mixed with downy duff gathered from dried 
plants, with a few horfe hairs, exceeding 
neat and warm. The cavity of this ned 
was one inch deep ; diameter three inches, 
and the weight five drams. The ned here 
defcribed, was taken with young ones in a 
furze, May the ninth. I believe the ned 
which the Linnet builds in a hedge, differs, 
from this in the materials; I had not an 
opportunity now of examining both. She 
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lays either four or five white eggs, with fine 
red fpecks, efpecially at the blunt end. 
The bird, including the bill and tail, is 
five inches and a half long, of which the 
former is half an inch, the latter two and a 
quarter j in weight ten drams. 



Of the T 'jung, how to order them , &c. 

* V 

TH E Linnet has four or five young ones 
at a breeding ; they may be taken at ten 
days old, or fooner ; they will learn the fong 
of another bird the better for being took 
young but be fure to keep them very 
warm, and feed them once in two hours, 
from fix in the morning, till fix or feven at 
night : prepare their meat as was directed for 
the Bullfinch, viz. rape- feed foaked in water 
eight or ten hours ; then fcalded, drained, 
and bruifed, mingled with an equal quantity 
of white bread, foaked in fair water, drained 
and boiled with a little milk, as I faid before, 
to a thick confidency ; let them have fredi 
every day, becaufe four meat will fling the 
birds into a fcouring, which often brings 
death ; when they begin to feed themfelves, 
let fcalded rape-feed in their cages, to wean 
them from the bread and milk as foon as pof- 
fible, becaufe, fometimes, feeding too long 
upon loft food, will make them rotten : it 

will 
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will be a month or fix weeks before they 
will be able to crack their feeds, and live 
' entirely upon hard meat. In the mean 
while, for change of diet, you may give 
them fome of the Wood-lark's, or other 
birds vi&uals. There are other forts of 
food made ufe of in bringing up young 
Linnets, but this is proved to anfwer as well 
as any. 



, . « 

'Ihe Linnet\r Difeafes , and their Cures. 

/ 

\ 

THIS is a very healthful bird; I have 
known them kept many years without ail- 
ing any thing : but fometimes he is troubled 
with melancholy, occafioned from a fwel- 
ling at the end of his rump, which, if ripe, 
you may with a needle let out the corrup- 
tion, anoint the part with frefh butter, and 
feed him for two or three days with the feeds 
and leaves of lettice, or beets, or the feeds 
of melon chopt in pieces, which he will eat 
very greedily ; and when you find him to 
mend, take the melon feeds, &c. away, and 
give him his old diet again : you may put 
into his water a blade of faffron, and white 
fugar-candy, for a week or more, till you 
perceive the bird to be entirely recovered. 

The difeafe this bird is moft troubled with, 
is a fcouring, occafioned by bad feeds, and 

D 3 many 
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many times for want of water. There are 
three forts of this diftemper ; the firft very 
thin, and with a black fubftance in the mid- 
dle, which is not very dangerous. The 
fecond is between a black and a white, 
not fo thin as the other, but very clammy 
and flicking ; this is worfe than the former. 
It is recovered by giving the bird fome me-? 
Ion-feed fhred; lettice- feeds, and beet-feeds 
bruifed } and in his water put liquorice or 
iaffron. The third and worft fort of fcour- 
ing is the white clammy, which is dange- 
rous and mortal, if not looked after in time. 
For this, give him firft flax- feeds, taking 
away all other feeds ; then give him plan- 
tain-feeds, if green, otherwife they will do 
him no good : for want of plaintain-feeds, 
give him fome of the leaves fhred fmall, or 
a little bruifed hemp- feed ; putting into his 
water, as before, fugar-candy, liquorice, or 
a blade or two of faffron : you may give the 
bird now and then a fmall matter of feeded 
chick-weed, and a little chalk. You mult 
be diligent at the firft to obferve him when 
he is fick, that fo he may have a ftomach to 
eat : for this third and worft fort of fcour- 
ing, if it be not taken at the firft appearance, 
it immediately caufeth him to droop, and in 
two or three days his ftomach will be quite 
gone, and then all medicines are ufelefs . 

4,, ^ ‘ - 

Linnets 
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Linnets are taken with clap-nets in June, 
July, and Auguft j and like wife flight-birds 
about Michaelmas in great plenty, by laying 
the nets near where the birds come to drink, 
or feed or upon any fpot of ground they 
frequent. 

As you catch the birds, put them into 
what you call a ftore cage, made for that 
ufe, and give them fome of the fame feed 
you find them feeding upon, and put into 
the cage likewife fine hemp-feed bruifed ; 
feed them after this manner for two or three 
days, fetting them where they will not be 
diflurbed, and they will foon grow tame ; 
then you may cage them fingle, in back 
cages/ or any other, not too big j and feed 
them with rape and canary-feed, which 
agrees the beft with them of any feed. 

k 
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Of the Twite. 

* • — .• 

v * • 

♦ 

The Defer iption and Char after. 

T ^ E Twite, is in colour and make 
fomething like the Linnet, but lei's ; 
he has a very Ihort bill, and dark, or blackilh 
legs ; the cock has a curious red fpot upon 
his rump, which the hen hath not. *Tis 
a bird vaflly brilk and merry, that's always 
a finging, therefore they hang him among 
other birds, to provoke them to ling. They 
d© not breed in England, that I know of, 
but come here in winter, and go away again 
in the Ipring ; but what place they come 
from, or whither they go, to us is un- 
known i the bird-catchers take them as they 
do Linnets, &c. - They eat rape and canary- 
feed, but love the canary bell : ’tis a pretty, 

familiar, gentle-natured bird, well 'worth 
keeping. . ■ 

I have been told by a gentleman, curious 
in luch enquiries, that the Twite is com- 
mon in fome parts of France, and is called 
theie by a name, which with us lignifies the 
Jelfer Linnet ; and that its eng is like the 
e gg of that bird, but lefs. 
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Of the Sky-lark. 




‘The Defcription and CbaraSier. 

H E cock Sky-lark is as good a fong- 
bird as mod this land produces : he is 
vadly dout and lavilh in his fong; but, 
thought by fome people too loud and harfh. 
I mud own, though he has a great many fine 
notes, they are not fo melodious as the 
Wood-lark’s, which in variety and foftnefs 
much excels him, and, to my fancy, all 
finali birds, without exception j but that 
valuable bird is exceeding tender, very fab- 
led tp the cramp and other difeafes, fo that 
he can be kept but a fhort time in a cage ; 
two or three years we count a great while. 
I don’t deny but fometimes they reach be- 
yond that date : yet the far greater number 
make their period a great deal fooner ; 
whereas the Sky-lark is a long-lived, health- 
ful bird, that will reach fifteen or twenty 
years ; I have heard of feveral which have 
lived to that age, and fung doutly all that 
time ; therefore, confidering the datelinefs 
and beauty of this bird ; his great freenefs 
in finging his pleafant harmonious notes, 
for at lead eight months in the year, and 
the time he may be kept in a cage, with 

care. 
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care, is highly deferving of the character I 
have given him, and worthy the efteem of 
all lovers of birds. If you can bring a 
young one up under fome fine Song-lark, 
'tis a way to have a very valuable bird ; but 
if you fuffer him to hear other birds, he 
will be apt to take their notes, whether 
good or bad, to which no bird is more 
iubjedl. 

'To know the Cock from the Hen. 

T O diftinguilh one from the other in this 
kind, is no eafy matter ; and about which 
there are various opinions, but hardly one 
that can be depended upon : they fay, the 
bird that fets up his feathers on his crown, 
is certainly a cock; and that the longefi: 
heel bird is another fure fign ; and fome fay, 
by two white feathers in the tail : this is all 
butguefs work, that fometimes proves right, 
and fometimes wrong. I am told, the big- 
geft and longeft bodied bird never fails of 
proving a cock ; I can’t fay that I ever made 
the obfervation myfelf, nor do I pretend to 
know a cock-bird of this kind till he is 
about a month old ; when he will begin to 
record his notes very diltindtly, like an old 
bird, but low and inwardly ; if you hear 
aim do that, you can’t well be deceived. 

When 
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When they are grown up, and fully feathered, 
that general remark, in fome meafure, will 
hold good, that the higheft-coloured bird is 
the cock ; for -whoever obferves them to- 
gether may perceive the Cock-lark to be 
fomething browner upon the back ; of amore 
yellowifh call on the throat and bread:, and 
the feathers whiter upon the belly. 



The 'Time and Manner of building their Nef, 

&c. 

THE Sky-lark has young ones by the 
end of April, or beginning of May. She 
builds her neft, fuch as it is, for Ihe ufes 
but very little fluff about it, only with a 
few bents, or fuch like materials, always 
upon the ground, or in a hole made by the 
foot of a horfe, the wheel of a cart, &c. 
either in corn-fields of any fort, or in paf- 
ture of any kind ; r and lays four or five brown 
eggs, almofl the colour of a clod of earth, 
thickly fpecked, as the figure reprefen ts, 
with brownifh fpecks. 



Of the Toung, how to order them, &c. 

THESE birds mull be taken when about 
f:en days old if you Jet them alone longer, 

you 
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you run a great hazard of lofing them ; I 
have known them quit their ned in feven or 
eight days, when they have been didurbed, 
efpecially if the oid ones fee you look at 
their young, they will then intice them 
away of a fudden ; and in rainy weather, 
his furprizing to fee how young they will 
leave their ned ; I have been difappointed 
at fuch a time, when I thought it almod 
impoffible for them to get away : one would 
naturally' think the ned to be the bed; and 
fafed place for them in fuch weather ; but 
fo it is, I have remarked it often, that the 
young of mod, if not all kinds of birds, 
are nourished more, their feathers grow 
fader, and they fooner dy, or quit their nefts, 
in wet, than in dry weather. 

When you have taken a ned of young, 
put them into a little balket with fome diort 
clean hay at the bottom, cover and tie them 
down clofe and warm, and feed them with 
white bread and milk boiled thick, mixed 
with about a third part of rape-feed, foaked, 
boiled and bruifed : fome bring them up 
with fheep’s heart minced very fine, or other 
defh meat. I cannot too often repeat the care 
that is necdfary, in bringing up young birds, . 
in keeping them clean, and feeding them 
regularly once in about two hours, from 
morning till night, with fredi and wholefome 
food, as the principal means of preferving 

them ; 
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them : in a week’s time you may cage them 
in a large cage, putting fome hay cut pretty 
fhort, or coarfe bran, at the bottom, turning 
orlhifting it everyday. Order them after this 
manner till they can feed themfelves with 
dry meat, viz. bread, egg, and hemp-feed, 
which they will do in about three weeks or 
a month. Remember to boil your egg very 
hard, grate it line, and mix it with an equal 
quantity of hemp-feed, bruifed while the 
birds are young, but when they are able to 
crack the feed, give it them whole, and a 
little bread grated among it. You may then 
let them have a frelh tarf of grafs once or 
twice a week, and fift fome fine dry gravel 
at the bottom of the cage, Ihifting it often, 
that it may not clog their feet : for change 
of diet, you may fometimes give them a lit- 
tle of the fielh meat. After they have done 
moulting, you may give them bread, egg, 
and whole hemp-feed every other day, and 
a frelh turf once a week. As the birds are 
of an hardy nature, this careful manage- 
ment wall preferve them many years. 

Th is bird at full growth is fix inches and 
a quarter long of which the tail is three 
inches, and the bill three quarters of an 
inch. When in flelh it weighs about an 
ounce and half. 

The Sky-lark, as mentioned before, fel- 
dom ails any thing ; but if you perceive him 

at 
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at any time to fcour, or dung loofe, grate a 
fmall matter of old cheefe among his victu- 
als, or give him three or four wood-lice in 
a day, or a fpider or two, and in his water 
a little faffron, or liquorice ; thefe are the 
bed: things that I can recommend, and 
what will relieve him ; though he won’t 
often Rand in need of any thing more than 
good meat and drink, clean gravel, and 2t 
frefh turf. 



Several Ways of catching Sky-larks. 
fo take Pufhers. 

THEY are birds which have left their 
li eft three or four days : to take them, you 
muft watch in fome convenient place, as 
much out of the old ones fight as poffible ; 
either ftand clofe in a hedge, or lie down 
in the field, &c. and you will prefently fee 
them bring meat to feed their young ; 
which, as foon as you perceive, and ob- 
ierve them to hover juft over the grafs, &c. 
and drop down on a fudden, run in upon 
them as faft as you can, where you will ge- 
nerally find the young birds ; if you mifs 
them, iearch narrowly about, for they will 
creep into feme hole and lie dole, or in a 
large turf of grafs, &c. : fometimes they will 
run away among the grafs or corn, exceed- 
ing 



{ 
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ing fadj when they do that, you can very 
feldom catch any : you mud wait for the old 
ones bringing them meat again ; but don’t 
run in the fird time ; fee if they come two 
or three times with meat, and fettle at the 
fame place ; if at different places, and 
at little didances from each other, then 
you may be fure the young ones have 
draggled in the fright, and are at thofe 
different places j you may then run in where 
you judge they are, by the condant coming 
in of the old birds, who will find them 
out, and foon get them together again. 

When you take any of thefe birds, put 
them in a large cage with hay or coarfe bran 
at the bottom, and feed and order them as 
you do the nedling. If you find them ful*» 
len, that they won’t eat, you mud for a little 
while cram them with fheep s heart, &c. 
they will loon come to. Thefe biids ge- 
nerally prove as good, or better, than thofe 

raifed from the neft. 



To take Branchers. 

W E call all thofe young birds by that 
name that were bred, and flew that year, 
about two or three months old, before they 
have moulted their nedling feathers ; what 
are taken at that age, before they begin to 

moult, are very good, little inferior to the 

nedungs 
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nedlings ; but after they have moulted, or 
in moult when taken, leldom prove good 
birds. 

The time for taking Branchers is in June 
or July, with a Hawk, and a net of about 
eleven or twelve yards long, and three or 
four broad, with a line run through the 
middle of it. There mud be two perfons, 
one to carry the Hawk, the other to take 
hold of one end of the line and when you 
land vvnere Larks lie, get as near to them as 
you can, then hold your Hawk up upon 
your hand, making him hover his wings, 
which when they perceive, , they will lie 
very clofe to the ground : then let one take 
nold at one end of the line, and another 
hold of the other end, till you come at the 
place where they are, holding your Hawk 

U P as y ou g° J at the fight of which, they 
Wid lie fo clofe that you may very eafily 
chaw your net over them. When you have 
taken them, give them, bread, egg, and 
bruifed hemp-feed j put in the bottom of 
tlie cage red fand, and drew them a little 
meat in the cage for two or three days, and 
they will pr efently become tame. 

Sky-larks are taken in flight with clap-* 
rets in great numbers. In fome places they 
take them with a glafs, called a Larking- 
giafs ; this they ufe of a fun-fhiny day, which 
makes great havock amongd thefe birds : 

but 
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but the mod deftrudlive way is in the dark 
nights with a net called a Trammel ; ’tis a 
very murdering net, taking all forts of birds 
that it comes near, as Partridges, Quails, 
&c. Larks are enfnared likewife with a 
noofe made with two horfe-hairs twilled to- 
gether, which catches them by their neck 
or legs. This way is pradlifed when the 
ground is covered with a deep fnow. 
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HIS bird is univerfally admired for 



his great variety of foft and delightful 
notes, that, in the opinion of mod people, 
he is the bell fong-bird found in this king- 
dom : he is not only, as fome have faid, 
comparable to the Nightingale for linging, 
but, in my judgment, deferving to be pre- 
ferred before that excellent bird ; and if he 
be hung in the fame room, will llrive with 
him for the madery ; as likewife it fometimes 
happens in the woods, where there is a llrong 
contention between thefe two chorifters to 
excel and outdo each other. If brought 
up from the nell, and caged in the fame 
room with a Nightingale, he will learn his 
notes, and as it were incorporate them with 
his own. 

He is of great beauty, both in lhape and 
plume : his bread and belly are of a pale 
yellowilh hair-colour, faintly fpotted with 
black j the back and head are party-coloured, 
of black and reddilh yellow, a white line 
encompaffing the head from eye to eye, like 
a crown or wreath. It is fomething lelfer, 
and fliorter bodied than the common 



Of the Wood-lark. 



'The Defcription and Character. 
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Sky-lark, and fits upon trees, which that 
bird feldom or never does. 

In addition to Mr. Albin’s account, the 
editor of this book takes the liberty of add- 
ing an account fent by a gentleman that 
has made many accurate obfervations on 
birds : — The cock Wood-lark is flat-headed, 
and full behind the ears, with a white ftroke 1 
from each noftril, forming a curve-line over 
the eye, and almofl: meeting behind the neck; 
the whitnefs of this line, and its extenfion 
behind the neck, are the bell figns to 
diflinguilh the male : they are full-chefted, 
long from the neck to the fhoulder of 
the wing, narrow on the vent and rump ; 
the rump part a dark brown, with a long 
lightilh tail, and the two corner feathers 
touched with white; long in body, and car- 
ries himfelf upright ; fome of the feathers 
under the throat have fmall ftripes ; they 
have three fmall white feathers on the top 
of the fhoulder, and a long heel. 

The hen is narrow-headed, and brown 
over the eyes, flattifh from the breafl: to 
the belly, and round at the rump, fhort- 
heeled, and only two whitifh, dull, or cream- 
coloured feathers on the fhoulder, and the 
curve-line of the head reaches but a little 
beyond the eye. 
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The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

HE is known by his fize, the biggeft and 
longeft-bodied bird generally proving acock; 
and by the largenefs and length of his call ; 
the tall walking of the bird about the cage ; 
and at evenings the doubling of his note, 
which we call cudling, as if he were going 
to rood. Other marks are by the length of 
his heel, the largenefs of his wing, and by 
his fetting up the crown upon his head : 
fome will tell you, that thefe are certain 
figns of its being a cock ; yet they do not 
always prove true : but if you hear him ling 
ftrong, you cannot be deceived, for the hen- 
bird will fing but little. The ufe of this 
is chiefly to know thofe birds that are taken 
at flight-time ; becaufe thofe taken at other 
feafons, fing foon after they are taken, or not 
at all. I cannot give any certain notes to 
know the cock from the hen, whilft neft- 
lings ; unlefs it be by that general remark, 
that the higheft-coloured bird always proves 
a cock, and that the biggeft, and longeft- 
bodied, and other marks before mentioned, 
will hold good in fuch young birds, as well 
as thofe that are full-feathered. This par- 
ticular indeed is not very material, becaufe 
fo few are brought up from the neft ; it be- 
ing very difficult, with the utmoft care that 
can be taken, to raife them ; either the 

6 cramp 
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cramp or fcouring kills them j or they die 
in moulting. 

‘J’be 'Time and Manner of their building , &c. 

‘ * - • • - A 

I T is a very tender bird, and yet breeds 
early in the fpring, as foon as the Black- 
bird, or any other ; the young birds being 
ready to fly by the middle of March. They 
build at the foot of a bufh or a hedge, or 
in lays where the grafs is rank and dry, un- 
der fome turf to fhelter them from the wea- 
ther. Their nefl: is made of withered grafs, 
fibrous roots, and other fuch like matter, with 
a few horfe hairs withinfide at the bottom, 
being a fmall, and very indifferent fabric ; 
it has hardly any hollow or fides, the bot- 
tom was almoft upon a level with the top : 
the whole compofition did not weigh a 
quarter of an ounce : the weight of the 

bird a little above an ounce ; its length fix 
inches, of which the bill is fomething above 
half an inch, and the tail two inches. She 
lays four eggs, of a pale bloom-colour, 
beautifully mottled and clouded with red, 
yellow, &c. 

Of the Young, how to order them , & c , 

THE Wood-lark, as I faid before, breeds 

very early in the fpring ; her young ones are 
■■ e 3 tender 
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tender birds, and generally four in number : 
if you are minded to bring them up from 
the neft, which you will find exceeding dif- 
ficult to do, don’t take them too foon, not 
before they are, well feathered ; becaufe, 
when they are too young, they are more 
fubjedt to the cramp and fcouring, which 
commonly kills them : put them into a 
baiket with a little hay at the bottom, or 
fome fuch thing, where they may lie clean 
and warm, tying them clofe down : feed 
them with flieep’s heart, or other lean flefh 
meati raw, mixed with a hard-boiled egg, a 
little bread, and hemp-feed bruifed or 
ground, all chopped together as fine as it is 
poffibie to do it, and made a little moift 
with clean water : every two hours, or oft- 
ner, give them five or fix final] bits, taking 
great care never to overload their tender 
ftomachs. Let not their meat be too fiale, 
dry, mouldy, or four for your birds fo fed, 
whether old or young, will never thrive. 

The wild ones feed upon beetles, cater- 
pillars, and other infedls ; likewife upon 
feeds. 

The Wood-lark, as if fenfible of his 
own melodious fong, will take from no 
other, unlefs brought up from the neft ; 
then he may be taught the fong of another 



The 
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*The Seafons for catching Wood-larks with 
Nets, and how to order them . 

FIRST, Branchers, which are birds that 
were hatched that fpring, are taken in June 
and July, with a net and a Hawk, after the 
lame manner as I told you they took Sky- 
larks. You may find thefe birds harbour- 
ing about gravel-pits, upon heath and com- 
mon land, and in pafture fields. For fear 
of the Hawk, they will lie fo clofe, that 
fometimes they fuller themfelves to be took 
up with the hand. Thefe birds foon grow 
tame. 

The next feafon is for Michaelmas birds, 
which are taken with clap-nets in great 
numbers in September, and are counted 
better birds than what are catched at any 
other time of the year, becaufe keeping them 
all the winter, makes them more tame than 
birds catched in January or February, and 
will fing longer, eight or nine months in the 
year. Wood-larks, at this time, commonly 
fly very high, therefore the higheft ground 
is ufually chofe to lay the nets upon, like- 
wife in a cart-way, or where a fpot of earth 
is frelh turned up ; or fometimes you may 

turn it up on purpofe. 

A third feafon for taking Wood-larks is 
in January 3 what are caught at that time, are 
very flout, good birds, and will fing in a few 

E 4 days 
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days after they are taken, both Router and 
louder than one taken in September, but not 
ling fo many months : thefe are catcbed with 
the clap-net likewife, as they are at Michael- 
mas and are found at that time of the year, 
lying near a wood-fide in paffure ground, 
where the fun rifes. 

Wood-larks are fometimes taken when 
they are matched with their hen, which, I 
think, is wrong ; they fhould by no means 
be diffurbed in breeding-time, or when they 
are preparing for it : the end of January 
ought to be the lateft time for taking thefe 
birds, becaufe they are early-breeding birds, 
that, if the weather be mild, couple at that 
time, or foon after ; befides, the bird taken 
then is worth very little ; ’tis true, he will 
ling almoff as foon as you have him, by 
reafon of his ranknefs in accompanying 
with the hen, but will foon fall off from 
his fong, and you hear but little more from 
him all that fummer. 

All the Wood-larks, taken at different fea- 
fons, muff be fed alike with hemp-feed 
bruited very fine, and mixed with bread and 
egg hard boiled and grated, or chopped as ‘ 
fmall as pofiible. When he is firft taken, 
he will be flay for a iittle time ■, you muff 
lift fine red gravel in the bottom of his cage, 
and fcatter fome of his meat upon it, which 
will intice him to eat fooner than out of his 
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trough ; you may leave that off when you 
find he eats out of the latter freely. 

In a great meafure, order his diet as the 
Sky-lark’s ; give him no turf of grafs, but 
often fine red gravel in his cage ; and when 
not well, inftead of that, put mould full of 
ants, which is the moffc agreeable live-food 
you can give him. Or give him meal-worms, 
or hog-lice, not more than two or three a 
day : and let him have a little iafiron or li- 
quorice fometimes in his water. If hefhould 
fcour, grate chalk or cheefe among his meat, 
and amongft his gravel likewife. He will 
eat any kind of fiefh meat minced fine, and 
ordered as before for fome other birds 5 which 
you may now and then let him have for 
change of diet, always leaving fome of his 
conftant meat in the cage at the fanjie time, 
that he may eat which he will- A gentle- 
man who is very fond of Wood-larks, 
keeps feveral, and among them one he has 
prefer ved for fix years, feeds them con- 
flan tly with a compofition of peafe-meal, 
honey, and butter, mixed, rubbed into 
fmall granules, and dried in a di(h before 
a fire. Of this meat he makes enough at 
one time to ferve fix or eight birds for fix 
weeks or two months ; which, if judici- 
oufly mixed and dried, will not fpoil, even 

if kept longer. 



An 
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An uncommon care fhould be taken of 
preferving this fine bird, becaufe he is fo very 
tender, in often fluffing his gravel, victuals, 
water, &c. and fome think it neceflary to 
wrap a piece of cloth round their perches 
in very cold weather. 
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fings moft like the Canary-bird of any 
whatfoever, whilking, curring, chewing, 
&c. but his fong is ihort, and hath no va- 
riety in it. Sometimes indeed a cock Tit- 
lark proves a very fine fong-bird, but his 
very rare, and the belt of them fing but 
four or five months in the year. 

He comes with the Nightingale, about 
the end of March, and goes about the be- 
ginning of September. Before his going 
away, he is apt to grow fat like the Night- 
ingale : he is a hardy bird, and long-lived; 
if preferved with care, not 1 ubjeht to colds 
or cramps. 



The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

I N this kind the cock is all over more 
yellow than the hen, but efpecially under the 
throat, on the bread;, legs, and foals of the feet. 
In neftlings, they can’t well be diftinguifhed 
by their colours, therefore mu ft wait till you 



Of the Tit-lark. 



'The Defer ip t ion and Char abler. 



HIS bird is lefs than the Sky-lark, 
about the bignefs of the Nightingale; 




very handfome fhaped, and finely feathered; 



fo that in beauty few birds excel him : he 



hear 
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hear them begin to record their long, which I 
is the lured lign of a cock- bird. ' 

- I 

Of their Nejl, &c. 

THE hen Tit-lark builds amongllgrafs, or 
in corn-fields j her neft is fmall, pretty much 
like the Wood-lark’s : fhe lays five or fix 
eggs of a dark-brown colour ; and has young 
ones fit to take towards the end of May. 

They may be brought up with the fame 
meat and management as young Wood-larks 
or Nightingales : but I think it hardly worth 
the trouble, becaufe fo many are taken, 
when they nrft come to vifit our part of the 
W’orld, both with clap-nets and lime- twigs, 
as they catch Linnets, Goldfinches, &c. 
When you firfi: take them, tie the ends of ! 
their wings with thread, to prevent their 
fluttering and beating themfelves againft the 
cage, and they will foon grow tame. Feed * 
them as you do the Wood or Sky-lark : at 
firfi: give them hemp-feed and bread, made 
very fine and mixed together ; likewife ants 
mould in their cage, meal-worms, &c.; ftrew 
their victuals about their cage, to allure them 
to eat, and in three or four days they will 
take it rreely enough; and will ling in about 
a week s time. Cage them Angle, in a cage 

fome thing clofer than the common Wood- 
lark’s. • ! 

Of 
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Of the Robin Red-bread. 



The Defcription and Character. 

T HIS bird, denominated from its red 
breaft, is fo well known in almoft all 
countries, that it needs no long defcription. 
It is by many perfons efteemed little inferior 
to the Nightingale ; the cock has a fweet 
melodious fong, fo free and fhrill, that very 
few birds can equal him. 

In the winter-time, when there is a fear- 
city of meat abroad, the Robin, tofeek its 
food, will enter into houfes with much con- 
fidence, being a very bold bird, fociable 
and familiar with man : but in the fummer, 
when there is plenty of food in the woods, 
and it is not pinched with cold, it will 
withdraw itfelf into the moft defart places, 
being a folitary bird, that loves to feed 
fingly ; and lives upon worms and other 
infedts, ants, and their eggs, crumbs of 
bread, &c. Notwithstanding thele birds 
are faid to withdraw from houfes into the 
woods in fummer-time, as indeed fame of 
them do, yet are there a great many that 
breed and harbour about farm-yards and 
out-houfes all the year round. 
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The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

T H E cock may be known by his breaR 

being of a deeper red than the hen’s, and 

the red going up farther upon the head ; 

and fome fay, by the colour of his legs* 

which are darker, and by certain hairs which 

grow on each fide of his bill. His bright 

red breaR is a mark that may be depended 

upon ; the _ other do not always anfwer. 

The cock is likewife of a darker olive- 

colour upon the upper furface of his whole 
body. 



The Time and Manner of building their Nef , 

C • 

I 1 

T H E Robin has young ones by the end 
of April, or beginning of May. She builds 
in a barn or out-houfe ; fometimes in a 
bank or hedge j and likewile in the woods ; 
her neR is made with coarfe materials ; the 
cutfide of dry green mofs, intermixed with 
coarfe wool, fmall dried Ricks, ftraws, 
dried leaves, peelings from young trees, and 
other dried Ruff ; with a few horle-hairs 

a very little hollow, 
lordly an inch deep, and about three wide; 
the compleat neR weighed eleven drams. 
Another, \v iiofc dimenfons were equal with 

9 this. 
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this, was half a dram lighter. The bird is 
fix inches long, of which the bill was little 
more than half an inch, and the tail two 
and a half long. She lays commonly 
either five or fix eggs, but fometimes no 
more than four, never lefs, of a cream- 
colour, fprinkled all over with fine reddifh 
yellow fpots ; at the blunt end fo thick, 
that they appear almoft all in one. 

\ 

Of the Young , how to order them , &c. 

A T the beginning of May, the Robin 
ufually has young ones fit to take, five or 
fix in number : you may take them at ten 
or twelve days old : if you let them lie too 
long, they are apt to be fullen. Keep them 
warm in a litt.e bafket, with hay at the 
bottom ; feed them with the Wood-lark s 
meat, or as you bring up young Night- 
ingales. Let their meat be minced very 
fmall, as ordered for other birds, giving 
them but little at a time ; if you over-load 
their tender ftomachs, it will diforder the 
birds : when they are grown ftrong, ,eage 
them in a cage like the Nightingale’s or 
Wood-lark’s ; it fhould be fomething clofer 
wiered, and let them have mofs at the bot- 
tom ; and, in all relpe&s, keep and order 

them like the Nightingale : when they feed 

them- 
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themfelves, you may try them with the j 
Wood-iark s meat, becaule iome of thele 
bii U5 luce it better than tiie Nightingale s. 

* 

Of their Difeafes and Cure. 

THEY are very much fubjedt to the 
cramp and giddinels for the cure of the 
formei , give them a meal-worm now and 

then j foi the latter, fix or feven earwigs 
in a week. 5 ' 

There are many kinds of infeds that 

birds will eat greedily, and very probably 

would relieve them under maladies, could 

they be conveniently procured at all times, , 

fuch as young, fmooth caterpillars (a Robin 

will not touch a hairy one) feme 'forts of 

fpiders, ants, &c. { but I know of no infeed , 

that is more innocent, or agrees better with I 

birds in general, than the meal-worm, which 

may be had with little trouble at the rneal- 

ihops almoft at any time. The earwN I 

do not approve of ; that infedt is armed in 

the tail with a pair of very-fharp forceps, 

which it can clafp together, and may 

wound or hurt the bird. Above all, to 

prevent difeafes, be furs to keep him clean 

ana warm, taking care never to let him 

want water or who^elome food, and fome- 

. 

times 
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1 ' """ ™ 

times put a little fafFron or liquorice in his 
water, which will make him chearful, long- 
winded, and help him very much in his 
fong. 

A young one brought up from the neft, 
may be taught to pipe or whiffle finely; but 
I prefer his own natural fong to thoie that 
are taught him, becaufe it- is an exceeding 
good one. 

Robins are taken with lime-twigs, and 
likewife with the trap-cage ; by this laft, 
great numbers are enfnared. 

An old bird, when he is caught, is apt tQ 
be fullen, and when you put him in a cage, 
will not fing ; but a young cock-bird will 
fing in a few days. What birds you catch 
in your traps, feed and order them as you 
do the Nighting ales, and with particular 
attention, or they will pine, and die with 
difcontent at the clofe confinement of a 
cage. , ■ 



F Of 
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4 

Of the Red-pole. 

The Defer ipt ion and Character. 

'THE Red- pole is a very Email, but an 
exceeding pretty-feathered bird : the 
head and bread: of the cock are of a fine red : 
the hen has a red head likewife, but not of 
io bright a colour ; ’tis not a very fine bird 
for finging, but has a pretty chattering fort 
of a note j I can’t call it very melodious, 
yet they are often kept in cages, and eat the 
fame fort of feeds as the Linnet or Chaf- 
finch. We are not fure that thefe birds 
build in England ; they are found here in 
winter, but go away again in the fpring. 
I never faw or heard of any of their nefts 
being found ; I rather believe they come to 
fhun the cold, as the Aberdivine, Twite, 
and fome other birds do. They are taken 
as they catch Linnets, Goldfinches, and 
other fmall birds. Mr. Willughby has 
not the Red-pole, in his collection, de- 
feribed by that namey-op any other that will 
exactly anfwer j but I believe it to be the 
fame with what he calls the Leffer Red- 
headed Linnet j his defeription of, that, 
agreeing in many particulars with this bird, 
which is as follows:— This, fays he, is leffer 

5 than 
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than the precedent, meaning the Greater • 
Red-headed Linnet, which he makes lelfer 
than the common, and will agree very well 
with the lize ol the Red-pole ; the back 
coloured like the common Linnet ; the 
forehead adorned with a remarkable Ihining 
red fpot ; the bill like that of the Great Red 
Linnet, but lefs ; the bread red ; the lower 
belly white ; the prime feathers of the 
wings and tails dufky ; the tail about two 
inches long, and fomething forked ; the 
outmoft borders of the wing and tail-fea- 
thers round are white ; the legs and feet are 
dulky ; the claws black and long, for the 
bignefs of the bird, but the legs very fhort. 

In this kind, the female alio hath a fpot 
on her head, but more dilute than that of 
the cock, and of a faffron colour. 
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Of the Red-ftart. 



'The Defcription, Character, and Marks of 



the Cock and Hen > 



1 



T T is afinall bird,fomething lefler than>the 
Robin red-bread. The. cock is very 
beautiful; his bread:, rump, and 'tail are of 
a fine red ; the back, neck, and hind part 
of the head of a lead colour ; the fore "part 
of his head and throat of a jet black, and 
has a white mark upon his pole. The hen 
is a beautiful bird likewife, but partakes 
more of the colour of the Nightingale, 
with a red tail, fomething fainter than the 
cock’s. The cock is known at all times 
from the hen, by his black head, that mark 
being peculiar to the male only. He lings 
fweetly, and has pretty notes, very pleafant 
to hear. < 

Of tbeir Breeding ; when to take, and how 
to order the Young, &c. 

THESE birds breed in May, have young 
ones fit to take by the middle of that month. 
They build their neds in the holes of old 
Walls, trees, &c. Their eggs are like the 

Hedge- 
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Hedge-fparrow’s, but of a paler blue, and 
not fo big. 

This bird is faid to be of fo dogged and 
fullen a temper, that if taken when old, will 
not for fome days look at his meat ; and 
when he feeds himfelf, will fometimes con- 
tinue a whole month without finging ; but 
if brought up young, they become gentle 
and tame ; and with regard to her nefl, 
they fay, fhe is the fhyefl of all birds ; for 
if fire perceives you to mind her when fhe 
is building, fhe will forfake what fhe hath 
begun ; and if you touch an egg, never 
comes to her nefl more ; and if you touch 
the young ones, will either flarve or throw 
them out of the nefl, and break their necks, 
as Mr. Willughby fays he found by ex- 
perience more than once. > 

The young are to be taken at ten days 
old, and are to be fed and ordered as the 
Nightingale or Robin red-breafl. Keep 
them warm, and they will ling in the night 
as well as in the day, and will learn, to 
whiflle, and imitate other birds : when wild, 
it feeds upon infedts, &c. like the Robin or 
Nightingale; and ’tis thought comes to ua 
in fummer time, and goes away in the 
winter ; of which matter I own myfelf 
ignorant. 
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Of the Common Wren, 

» v v ' ' « 

- * * ✓ ' \ 

* 

The Dsfcription and Char after. 

r *> -v 

J7 XCEPT -NG it be the Golden-crowned 
Wren, this is the fmalleft bird found in 
this kingdom ; it weighs about three drams; 
its length, from the point of the bill to the 
end of the tail, is four inches and an half. 
He commonly creeps about hedges and 
holes, making but fhort flights, and if it 
be driven from the hedges, may eafily be 
tired and run down. It will fit upon a 
barn or tree, &c. about a farmer’s yard, 
where it moftty frequents, and ling exceed- 
ing fine ; and being kept in a cage it will 
fing very fweetly, and with a higher and 
louder voice, than one would think for its 
Rrength and bignefs, and is a very pleafing 
bird, that will fing a great many months in 
the year. Some perfons have kept thefe 
birds a great while in a cage, and have had 

them fing as Rout as if they were in the 
fields. 

t .. x . - » 

The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

THE cock is of a dark brown upon the 
head and back; his breaft and belly whitifh ; 

* - the 
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the tail and wings are varied with a bright 
yellow, and blackifh lines. Ihe biid with, 
the largeft eye is generally thought to be a 
cock. The hen-bird is all over of areddifh 
brown colour, excepting the lines acrofs 
her tail and wings, which are black and 
j reddifli. The difference in young birds 
can hardly be known till the cocks begin to.. 

: ' record and ling. - • 

» - A . 

| «fbe Time and Manner of their building , &c. 

i THE Wren has young ones in May j 

fhe builds her neft fometimes by the walls 
of houfes, in the back-fides or ftaoles, or 
other out-houfes, but more commonly in 
woods and hedges, in a very artificial man- 
ner, having the form of a fugar-loaf ; 
and about as large as a pint pot ; with- 
out of mofs, within of hair, wool, or fea- 
thers, and hath in the middle of the fide a 
door or paffage, by which it goes in and 
out ; fhe lays a great number of eggs, fome- 
I times fifteen or fixteen, but many times 
hatches not above half that number ; tney 
are very fmall white eggs, iprinkled all over 
with fmall pale red fpots. 

Of the Young , how to order them , & c. 

I F you are minded to bring up a neft of 

Wrens, let them be very well feathered 
§ ' ' ' F 4 before 
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before you take them : they are to be fed 
and reared like the young Nightingales, 
giving them often, and but little at a time, 
one or two very fmail bits. When they are 
grown fit for a cage, let them have a large 
one made with very dole wire j one fide of 
which fhould be made like unto a fquirrel- 
Jhoule, and have it lined with any thing that 
is warm. Keep them conftantly to the 
Nightingale’s food, and there is no queftion 
but they will anfwer your expectation ; you 
mult take the fame care in keeping them 
clean and warm as of young Nightingales. 
And if at any time they are fick, give them 
two or three flies, or a fmail fpider or two, 
but not too many infeCts. 
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Of the Nightingale. 

O O 

\ ' 

The Defcrlption and Character. 

IVT Otwithftanding the particular fancy of 
divers perfons for this or that bird, 
which they efteem and prefer to ail others, 
the Nightingale, by the generality of man- 
kind, is Still accounted the chief of all ling- 
ing-birds : he fends forth his pleafant notes 
with fo lavifh a freedom, that he makes 
even the woods to echo with his melodious 
voice •, and this delightful bird, fcorning to 
be out-done, will not yield to any compe- 
titor, either of birds or men ; the Wood- 
lark is his greatest antagonist, between 
whom there Sometimes happens fuch a con- 
tention for maftery, each Striving to outvy 
the other, that, like true-bred cocks, they 
feem refolved to die rather than lofe the 
victory. If the former carries it in Stout- 
nefs and freenefs of fong, fo does the latter 
in his pleafing variety of loft warbling har- 
monious notes, in which, to my fancy, 
none excels, or is equal to him. 

The Nightingale is not fo remarkable for 
any variety or beauty of colours, but well 
known from its Singing by night r in lize 
he is about the bignefs of the Goldfinch, 
fomething longer bodied. 



Thefe 
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Thefe birds are not fcen in this kingdom 
in the winter-time ; where they are when 
abfent from us, is altogether unknown : they 
come towards the latter end of March, or 
beginning of April, and leave us at the lat- 
ter end of the fummer. Thofe that are kept 
Fere in cages will ling feven or eight months 
in the year, from the beginning of Novem- 
ber till midfummer : there mull be a great 
deal of care taken to keep them clean and 
warm, and they will ling all the winter ; a 
little time reconciles them to a cage, where 
they-may be bred like Canary-birds. 



^The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

THERE are no particular marks in 
their colours to know them by; but as in 
other birds, fo in thefe, the cock is of a 
deeper and brighter colour than the hen, 
which, when feen together, may eaiily be 
perceived, and is fomething larger. In 
Beddings the cock may be known by this 
token; after he hath eaten, he will get upon 
the perch, and begin to tune or record to 
himfelf, which you may obferve by the 
motion of his throat ; whereas the hen at 
firfl records little, or not at all. ff j - 

. . ' y * fh 
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^he ’Time and Manner of budding their Nef , 

&c. 

THEY have young ones ufually by the 
middle of May ; build in a ciofe, thick 
hedge, pretty low, a little above the edge 
of the bank, and moft commonly where 
briars, thorns, bufhes, and fuch like things 
grow very thick, to fence them from their 
enemies, making their neft of tne leaves of 
trees, ftraws, and mofs ; and lay eggs of a 
brown nutmeg colour. 

It feldom lings near its neft, for fear of 
difcovering it, but, for the moft part, about 
a ftone’s caft diftant. It frequents cool and 
fhady places, where are little rivulets of 
water, fuch as quickfet hedges, fmall 
groves and bufhes, where are no very high 
trees ; for it delights in no high trees, ex- 
cept the oak. 

To find the Nightingale’s neft, obferve 
where the cock fings, and if he lings long 
in a place, then the hen is not far off; but 
if he hath young ones, he will now and 
then be miffing; and the hen, when you 
are near her neft, will fweet and cur ; but 
if you have fearched long, and cannot find 
it, try this experiment ; flick two or three 
meal-worms upon the thorns, near where 
you find the cock moft frequents, and Hand 
flill, or lie down ciofe, keeping the.worms 
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in view, and obferve, when he comes to take 
them, which way he carries them: liften, 
and you will hear the young when the old 
ones feed them, for they make a great noife 
for fo fmal 1 a bird. Vv hen you have found 
the neff, if they be not fledged enough, 
touch them not, if you do, they will not flay 
long, the old ones will intice them out. 



Of the Young , how to order them , &c. 

THE Nightingale has five young ones 
at a breeding ; they fhould not be taken till 
r they are fledged almofl: as well as the old 
ones ; and though they are apt to be fallen, 
and refufe their meat, when they are fo old, 
you may open their mouths, and give them 
two or three f mall pieces at a time, and in 
a iew o a}- s they will come to, and feed 
thernfelves : if you take them too young, 
they are fubjed to the cramp and loofenefs, 
which makes their feathers mat together, 
and kills the birds. When you take them, 
put the nefi: in a little bafket, and keep the 
birds covered up warm, for they are very 
tender, and without fuch care the cold will 
kill them. Feed them every two hours, 
giving them two or three fmall bits at a 
trnie . let their meat be fheep’s heart, or 
mhtr fiefh meat raw, chopped very ' fine, 

(well 
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(well cleanfed and freed from fkin, finews, 
and fat or firings, which will be apt to 
flick in their throats, or twine about their 
tongues, and caufe them to fall off from 
their meat, &c.) mixed with hens eggs 
hard boiled. 

In a few days they will take their meat 
off from the flick themfelves j you may 
then cage them in the Nightingale’s back 
cage. Let them have a little ftraw or dry 
mofs in the bottom of the cage ; but when 
they come to be large, give them ants 
mould as you do the old ones : you may 
learn them to feed upon fome kind of in- 
fers, fuch as meal-worms, fpiders, ants, 
&c. being very ufeful when they are lick ; 
I do not approve of giving them much of 
that fort of food when well. 

I 

* 

Of the Nightingale^ Difeafes , and their 

Cure . 

FIRST, note, that the principal thing 
which caufes mofl difeafes, not only in 
Nightingales, but in other birds kept for 
finging, is, as mentioned before, want of 
keeping them clean and neat, whereby 
they clog their feet, which caufes the claws 
of feveral to rot off, and breeds the cramp 
and gout in others, and makes them never 
. - ' thrive. 
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thrive, nor delight in themfelves. No 
birds can be kept too clean and neat, there- 
fore be fure to let them have twice a week 
gravel at the bottom of the cage, and let it 
be very dry when you put it in, for then it 
will not be fubjed to clog. , 

In autumn this bird is apt to grow ex- 
traordinary fat and foggy, fo that fometimes 
he will hardly touch his meat for a fort- 
night or more ; during that time give him 
three times a week meal-worms, two or 
three at a time, or worms taken out of 
pigeon -houfes, or two or three fpiders a 
day, which will purge and cleanfe him 
well. Upon the falling of his fat he mull 
be kept warm, and have a little fafiron in 
his water. To raife them when they are 
very lean and poor, give them figs chopped 
fmall among their meat, continuing no 
longer than till they have recovered their 
flefh. 

When they have been kept two or three 
years in a cage, they are very fubjed to the 
gout ; anoint their feet with frelh butter 
or capon’s greafe, three or four days to- 
gether, and it is a certain cure for them. 



They are fubjed likewife to breakings-out 
about their eyes and nib, for which ufe the 
Tame. 



If they grow melancholy, put into their 
water fome white fugar-candy ; if that will 
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not do, befides their conbant meat of 
dieep’s heart, &c. give them three or four 
mea -worms a day, and a few ants and 
ants eggs, and fome of their mould at the 
bottom of the cage : alfo boil a new-laid 
egg, and chop it fmall, and brew it among 
the ants and their eggs ; and let them have 

faffron in their water. ' 

The Nightingale is fometimes troubled 
with a braitnefs or ftrangling of the bread, 
which comes very often for want of care in 
making his meat, by mincing fat therewith, 
or by reafon of fome finew or thread of the 
bleep’s heart, for want of well biredding, 
hanging in his throat, or clafping about his 
tongue, which caufeth him to forfake his 
meat, and grow very poor in a fhort time ; 
when you perceive this, which is known 
by the bird’s gaping, and the unufual beat- 
ing and panting of his bread:, take him 
gently out of his cage, and open his bill 
with a quill, and unloofen any bring or 
piece of flebi that may hang about his 
tongue or throat : after you have taken 
it away, give him fome white fugar-candy 
in his water, or elfe diffolve it, and moiben 
his meat, which is a prefent remedy to any 
thing that is amifs. * 
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How to take Branchers and old Nightingales, 
and to order them when taken. 

» 

THE former are to be catched in July, 
or beginning of Auguft, the latter at the 
end of March, or beginning of April j 
thofe taken in March, or before the 12th 
of April, are counted the bed: birds. What 
are catched after the 12th of that month, 
when the cocks are matched with the hens, 
by reafon of their ranknefs, feldom come 
to any thing, it being very difficult to pre- 
fer ve them. 

When you have found the birds haunts, 
which are ufually in a wood, coppice, or 
quickfet hedge, you may take them by the 
trap-cage, made on purpofe for catching 
of Nightingales, baited with a meal-worm : 
place your trap as near where the bird 
fings as you can ; if it is in the middle of 
the hedge, or a place where he ufed to feed, 
before you fix the trap, turn up the earth 
about twice the bignefs of the trap ; for 
where the ground is new turned up, there 
they look for food, and efpying the worm 
they come prefently to it ; if they come not 
foon, then turn up a freffi fpot of earth, 
as big again as the former, and you will 
quickly have them, for they will not leave 
the place where they ufe to refort. It is 
proper to this bird, as they fay, at his firfi: 

«: ' coming. 
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coming, to fettle, or feize upon one place 
as its freehold, into which it will not ad- 
mit any other Nightingale but its mate. 

Thefe birds are taken likewife with lime- 
twigs, by placing them upon the hedge, 
near where they ling, with meal-worms 
faflened at proper places, to allure them 
to the fnare ; but I think the trap-cage 
is a great deal the bell way of catching 
them. 

As foon as you have taken one, tie the 
tips of his wings with fome thread, not 
ftraining it too hard, to prevent his beating 
himfelf againft the top and wires of the 
cage j he will grow tame the fooner for it, 
and be more apt to eat his meat. You Ihould 
put him in a Nightingale’s back cage ; or 
if an open one, darken one fide with cloth 
or paper ; and at firA hang him in fome 
private place, that he be not difturbed. 
Feed him once in an hour and half, or two 
hours, with Iheep’s heart and egg Ihred 
fmall and fine, mingling amongft the fame 
fome ants, or meal-worms. And becaule 
no Nightingale will at firft eat any Iheep’s 
heart or egg, but mull be brought to it by 
degrees ; his food being live meat, as worms, 
ants, caterpillars, or flies ; therefore, tak- 
ing the bird in your hand, you muft open 
his bill with a flick made thin at one end, 
and give him three, four, or five pieces, 

G according 
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according as he takes them, as big as peas; 
then fet him fome meat mingled with {lore 
of ants, that when he goes to pick up the 
ants, he may eat fome of the heart and egg 
with it : at the firft you may Hired three 
or four meal-worms in his meat, the bet- 
ter to intice him, that fo he may eat fome 
of the fheep’s heart by little and little, and 
when you perceive him to eat freely, give 
him the lefs ants, &c. in his meat, and at 
lalt, nothing but fheep’s heart and egg. 
You fliould take fome of this meat with 
you when you go to catch Nightingales, 
and in an hour or two after they are taken, 
you muft force them to eat, by opening 
their mouth and cramming them, taking care 
that their meat be not too dry ; moiften it 
by fprinkling a little clean water upon it, 
as you prepare it. Remember, when you 
firft take a bird, to clear his vent from fea- 
thers, by pulling, or cutting them off, 
otherwife he will be fubjed to clog and 
bake up his vent, which is fudden death. 
Birds that are long a feeding, and make no 
curring or fweeting for eight or ten days, 
feldom prove good ; but on the contrary, 
they give great hopes of proving well when 
they take their meat kindly, and are fami- 
liar, and not buckifh, and fing quickly, 
and learn to eat of themfelves W'ithout much 
trouble. This is a fure token of their 
A' ■ ' 'fiA A. «^«provintr 
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proving excellent birds : when they will 
feed in a few hours, or the next day after 
they are taken, and ling in two or three days ; 
thofe never prove bad. You mud; tie the 
wings of the bird no longer than till he is 
grown tame. % Za *4 O cMjZb 
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Of the Red-Grofbeak. 



• _ « 

Of the Virginia-Nightingale, 

the Red-bird. 
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‘The Defcription and Character . 

I T is near as big as the common Song- 
thru (h : the bafis of his bill is encom- 
paffed with a border of black feathers reach- 
ing to the eyes. : it hath a large head, adorned 
with a high towering creft, of a bright fear- 
let colour, as is alfo the whole bird, except 
the back, fome part of the wings, and the | 
tail, which are of a more dirty and brownifh 
red. Thefe birds are brought from Vir- •), 
ginia. New England, and other parts of 
North America, where they catch them as | 
we do Larks in England, by fweeping away j 

the fnow, and baiting the place with Vir- 1 

ginia wheat, &c. It hath an agreeable me- 
lodious fong, with fome notes like the Eng- 
lifh Nightingale. The hen is not fo beau- 
tiful as the cock, being more brown, with 
a tindlure of red: thefe' ling when in. j 
cages, as well as the cocks, and are brought 
over with them. | 

Its ftrength with its bill is furprizing, it 
being able to crack the ftones of almonds, I 

olives. 
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olives, and Indian maize, very expeditioufly, 
the kernels of which it is very fond of : 
in England they feed upon maize bruifed, 
rice in the hulk, wheat, barley, hemp, or 
canary-feeds •, it will eat alfo the Wood- 
lark’s, or Nightingale’s food. There are 
perfonswith us that highly value thefe birds, 
which makes them fometimes fell at a great 
price. I have heard of thofe that have at- 
tempted to breed them in England, but made 
little of it. If your bird £hould be fick, a 
fpider or meal-worm will relieve him. 
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‘The Defer ip t ion and CharaSfer. 



T T is equal to the Chaffinch in bignefs : 
A both cock and hen are beautiful birds ; 
and the cock will ling very prettily, when 
in the fields, but is not kept very com- 
mon in a cage ; yet he is no contemptible 
biid; befides his long, his fine feathers are 
enough to recommend him : a lovely yellow 
adorns his head, throat, bread;, and belly ; 
his back and wings are pretty much like the 
Linnet s. Fhe hen is of a paler colour all 
over her body, and the parts that are of a 

fine yellow in the cock, in the hen are of a 
dirty green. 



w 



Thefe birds build upon the ground, at th w 
fide of a river, pond, or brook j they make 
a large, flat, ordinary neft, with mofs, 
dried loots of grafs, weeds, &c. with 
horfe-hair intermixed ; more of the latter 
than I ever obferved any other bird to make 
ufe of. She lays fix or feven white eggs, 
veined and fpotted with black. Her young 
ones are ufually fit to take by the beginning 
of May ; you may let then be ten or twelve 
days oid before you take them. Feed them 
with flefh meat minced very fine, as you, 

■ prepare 
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prepare it for other fmall birds ; or you 
may bring them up with the Tit or Wood- 
lark’s meat ; they will eat likewife worms 
cut in fmall pieces, which food agrees very 
w T ell with them. 

Thefe birds are common every where in 
England ; for the moft part, they abide on 
the ground, feeking their food there, of 
worms, feeds, and other things. 
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p* ^ 

Of the Reed-iparrow. 

The Defcription and Character. 

/ ~p HIS bird in bignefs is equal to the 
”*■ Chaffinch : the cock has a black head 
and throat : a ring of white encompaffes 
the neck : his bread: and belly are white, 
fpotted with reddiffi-brown fpots : the back 
of a dufky brown, with black fpots : the 
pinion of his wing is of a reddifh colour j 
the reft of the wing and the tail, are of a dark 
brown : the hen, as in . moft birds, is not 
fo fair coloured : the ring about her neck 
is darker, and fcarce appearing, and her 
head is not black like the cock’s. 

They frequent the reeds by the rivers 
fides, where they breed, hanging their nefts 
between the reeds j they are cbearful, merry 
birds, and fing finely. When we walk in 
fummer-time by the fides of the river, they 
generally afford an agreeable harmony. 
They are not kept very common in cages, 
therefore ’tis not neceffary to dwell any 
longer upon this bird. Her eggs in colour 
are like the Hedge-lparrow’s, 
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Of the Hedge-iparrow. 

»• } ' ■ 1 

Defer ip t ion and Character, 

H E is about the fize of the Robin red- 
breaft •, has a pretty long flender bill, 
of a dufky or blackhh colour : the upper 
fide of his body is party-coloured, of black, 
and dirty red ; and his bread of a blue, or 
lead colour. This bird is as well known 
as any of our fmall birds, being found aL 
mod in every bufh, fo that hardly a boy 
who fearches the hedges, but can give an ac- 
count of its ned, eggs,&c. therefore it would 
feem unneceflary for me to take any notice 
of it, but that I think the Hedge-fparrow 
too much negledted : no bird is more de- 
fpifed. I am fure he ought to be more 
valued j he is a very pleafant fong-bird, fings 
fweetly, and has a great variety of pretty 
notes : I have known them kept in cages by 
fome curious perfons, and much valued for 
their fine finging; a great many people cage 
worfe, and account them good birds : ’tis 
plenty that lelfens the worth of this bird, 
as of every thing elfe, though ever fo va- 
luable in itfelf. The hen is known from 
the cock, by a fainter bread, and being of 
a brighter colour on the back. 

Of 
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Of their building , &c. ‘Their Youngs and 

how to order them. 

THESE birds, as I faid before, build 
their neft almofl: in every hedge, low, and 
open, that it may be found with little dif- 
ficulty. It confifts chiefly of fine green 
mofs, platted with a little wool and hair $ 
’tis not of fo curious a model as fome are. 
The hen lays commonly five eggs, of a fine 
pale blue, or fea-green colour. She has 
young ones at the end of April or beginning 
of May ; take them at nine or ten days old, 
and feed them with bread and flefli meat, 
chopped very fine, and mixed together, 
made moift, as for other birds : or you may 
bring them up with the Wood-lark’s 
victuals. 
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If the cock is brought up under fome fine 
fong-bird, he will take his fong, and anfwet 
your expedition. 
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O .e Aberdivine* 



^The jJefcription and Character. 

T N fize and colour, it is pretty much lik? 

the Canary-bird, only the cock has a 
black xpot upon his head, and a little black 
under his throat. The hen is more upon 
the grey, and has a fpotted bread; and belly. 

They are lively, merry birds, and fing very 
prettily, and are frequently kept in cages. 

Thefe birds do not breed any where in 
England that ever I heard of, but lliift places 
according to the feal'on of the year ; they 
vifit our parts in the winter-time, and leave 
us in the fpring. They frequent the alder- 
trees, &c. by the river-fide: the bird-catch- 
ers take ,them up as they do Linnets, Gold- 
finches, &c. and feed them like thofe birds. 

It is of a very mild nature, and not at all 
crafty, fo that it is eafily taken by any kind 
of engine or deceit. 

Mr. Willughby calls it Sifkin. It is, 
lays he, kept in cages for its finging, and is 
common in Germany and England. At 
Vienna, in Aufiria, they call it Seifel, a 
name not mu cfi different' from our Englifh 
Sifkin. In Suflex it is known by the name 
of Barley-bird, fo called becaufe it comes 
to them in barley feed- time. . . ^ 
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✓ i 

Of the Canary-bird. 



j the Defcription and Character* 

'T' H I S bird has its name from Canaria, 
an itland of the Atlantic fea ; one of 
thofe which the ancients, for the excellent 
temperature of the air, called Fortunate ; 
all thofe itlands which they fo named, being 
now called the Canaries ; from whence thefe 
birds were firfl brought into Europe, and 
from no other place. Canary-birds are 
bred in large quantities, both for fale and" 
amufement, in Germany, France, and Eng- 
land and in each of thofe countries they 
have, by care, much improved the breed, 
beyond thofe now imported from the natural 
climate. Thofe brought from Germany 
are the lead; valued, becaufe the fuffocating 
heat of the Roves, generally ufed to warn} 
the houfes, in that country, renders the birds 
bred there tender, and thort-lived : Ger- 
man birds feldom living above a year or two 
in this country. 

The cock of this kind hath a very fweet 
and thrill note, which, at one breath, con- 
tinued a long time without intermithon, it 
can draw out fometimes in length, fome- 
times raife very high, by a various, nautical 

10 inflexion 
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inflexion of its voice, making very pleafant 
melody. 



‘The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 

A T proper times of the year, the cock 
Canary-bird difcovers himfelf fufficiently by 
his vociferation j but the cocks and hens 
have fo clofe a refemblance in feathers, that 
they are not eafily diftinguifhable by fight, 
without fome degree of experience : the 
marks defcribed as pointing out the cock, 
being fometimes very equivocal. There are 
however tokens of a cock-bird, that an 
accurate eye may confult with advantage ; 
and thefe are, that the fore-part of his 
head, his throat, pinion of the wing, and 
rump, are of a brighter yellow than in the 
hen : which marks will hold good, let the 
birds be of what fort they will. They al- 
ways have a little yellow above their bills, 
under their throats, &c. of a ftrong deep 
yellow in the cock ; in the hen of a much 
paler colour. There is a difference like- 
wife in their vents ; if you blow the fea- 
thers in both, you may perceive his to ap- 
pear longer than that of the hen’s. 

Another mark of a male-bird is his fizej 
the biggefi: and longeft-bodied bird feldom 
fails of proving a cock \ efpecially if his 
F gefture 
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geflure and carriage be fprightly and ma-> 
jefticj and if he often extends his neck and 
head with life and vigour, then you may 
depend upon its being a cock-bird. Befides 
all this, you may know him by his fine hing- 
ing, in which you can’t well be deceived; for 
if the hens attempt to fing, it is fo indiffe- 
rently, that ’tis not deferving of the name 
of a fong ; and whenever the cock lings, 
if you obferve his throat, you will fee it fwell 
and play all the time he is warbling out 
his pretty notes. But let the hen fing well 
or ill, this motion is never obferved in her 
throat. This one circumftance will be 
fulficient to dired you to choofe a cock-bird 
at all times ; when you will find, for the 
generality, all the other marks to corre- 
fpond like wife. 



Directions for choojing a Canary-bird ; and to 
know if he be in Health. 

THERE are two diftind fpecies of 
Canary-birds known among breeders, be- 
fides fome varieties under each, which latter 
are not material to enter into. Thefe are, 
thofe birds which are all yellow, and thofe 
which are mottled, with a yellow crown : 
the former, in the breeding Rile, being 
called gay birds, and the latter, fancy birds. 

The 
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The fancy breed are eHeemed the flrongeft, 
and have the boldeft fong, yet fometimes the 
difference of their voice is not very ob~ 
fervable. Carelefs breeders will often 
match a gay bird with a fancy bird, and 
then the produce, partaking of both kinds, 
are called mules ; being foul, irregular birds, 
of no value for feather, though they may 
prove as good as any, merely for finging. 
The choice of birds for breeding, will be 
confidered under the next article. 

For health, take a bird that appears with 
life and boldnefs, Handing like a Sparrow- 
hawk, not fubjeft to be feared at every 
thing that feirs : therefore, when, you cb- 
ferve him, approach not too near the cage, 
left by a motion of the hand, or otherwife, 
you difturb him : it will make the bird, 
though not well, appear fp tightly, and in 
health for a little time ; but if you Hand 
quiet, and at a proper diftance, you may 
foon d'ifcover whether it is the effect of fur- 
prize, or the natural fpirit of the bird : if 
he Hands up boldly, without crouching or 
Hmnking his feathers : if his eyes look 
chearful, and not drowfy, they are good 
fig ns of a healthful bird : but on the con- 
trary, if he be apt to clap his head under 
his wing, and Hand ail of an heap, you 
may be fare he is not well. 



Obfervc 
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Obferve likewife his dung ; which, when 
he is in perfect health, will be round and 
hard, with a fine white on the outfide, and 
dark within, and will quickly be dry. If 
he bolts his tail like a Nightingale/after he 
hath dunged ; or if his dung be very thin, 
or of a flimy white, with no blacknefs in 
it, you may conclude he is a lick bird. 

The next thing we are to regard in choof- 
ing a Canary-bird, is the goodnefs of his 
fong. Some of thefe birds will open with the 
fweet of the Nightingale, and run through 
leveral of that bird’s fine notes, and end in 
the Tit-lark’s fong; and fome will fing only 
the Tit-lark’s. Others will begin almoff 
like a Sky-lark, and by a foft, melodious 
turn of the voice, fall into the Night- 
ingale’s fweet and jug, whifking and 
chewing after a very delightful manner. 
The birds that have fuch a curious change 
of harmonious notes, want no recommen- 
dations, every body muft be fenfible that 
they are valuable. There are others of 
this kind, that fing with fo much force, 
they even deafen the ears of the hearers 
with their fhrillnefs ; many perfons are 
delighted with this kind of finging, others 
are offended at it. Therefore, before you 
purchafe the bird, hear him fing in a tin- 
gle cage j and as you have directions to 

know 
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know a cock- bird, and when he is in 
health, as to the colour and fong, pleafe 
your own fancy. Oi- $7 
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To order them in Breeding , GV. 




If you propofe to breed gay birds, choofe 
your cock and hen of a clear uniform yel- 
low colour, without being fpotted with foul 
feathers ; for thefe foulnefies indicate a 
mixture in their blood, and that the breed 
has forne time or other been croffed. 

Breeders of fancy birds are fill more 
curious as to feather ; there being feveral 
fubfcription focieties in London, which 
raife annual premiums for the fineft birds, 
and who have a pattern bird beautifully en- 
graved and coloured, as the ftandard of per- 
fection j with his various characters explained 
in a technical file underneath. But as a 
pejrfon ought to be a connoifieur before he 
undertakes to raife prize birds, it may be 
fufficient to obferve, that no excellence in 
the feathers of fancy birds is any fecurity 
for breeding equally perfect young ones 
from them 5 as defects will often appear in 
fome refpect or other : while on the con- 
trary, two indifferent birds may fometimes 
produce a very fine one. The principal teft 
of a good fancy bird, is the having a clean 
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cap ; that is, the crown of his head, de- 
fined by a horizontal line at the level of his 
eyes and beak, is to be of a dean yellow or 
white, without being broke or fpotted with 
foul feathers ; and a Single feather of this 
kind, is a drawback from his perfection : 
though this degree of perfection is feldom 
found. Add to this, that his back, wings, 
and tail, ought to be as clear from yellow 
or white feathers. The finer he is mottled 
on the back, and clearer yellow he is on 
the belly, the handfomer he will be ef- 
teemed. 

Thefe general characters are equally re- 
quisite in the hen as in the cock; befide 
which the breeder is to _ be informed of a 
cafual variety in fancy birds, which are all 
distinguished either as mealies ox junks : the 
meally-birds being thofe whofe crown and 
bellies are of a clear white or pale yellow ; 
and the junks, whofe crown and bellies are 
of a deep yellow. It is a Standing rulea- 
mong good breeders, never to match two 
meally or two junk birds together; and 
Skilful bird-fanciers will decide at once 
upon a bird fo bred. 

The Canary-bird is a gentle, familiar ani- 
mal, and will breed very kindly under due 
management : that is, if they are provided 
with convenient cages, proper neceffaries, 
are kept clean, and are not interrupted 

from 
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from time to time by the prying eyes of 
impertinent curiofity, or officious care. 
The hazards of their own mi (management, 
admitting of no comparifon with the dan- 
gers they are expofed to from over-nurfing. 
In ffiort, the beif general rule that can be 
given, is to fupply them with every necef- 
fary at due times, and then to interfere as 
little as poffible in their domeilic cecono- 
my. The hens generally fit four times in a 
feafon ; but if a hen fits upon a due num- 
ber of eggs three times, fhe fhould not be 
permitted to build again, without fine ap- 
pears yet firong and hearty, for they will 
fometimes die on the fourth neft during 
laying, or fall fo weak as not to compleat 
the fitting. 

About the beginning of March, if the 
fpring be mild, or later in proportion to its 
fe verity, you may put your birds together 
in their breeding-cage; and the larger it is, 
the more convenient it will be for the birds 
to exercife themfelves : the common-fized 
cages being too fmall for the purpole. If 
you breed with feveral pairs dying loole in a 
room, it will be neceffary to pair them in 
fmall cages for a fortnight or fo, that they may 
contract a familiarity and attachment, before 
they are turned out promifeuoufly. Never 
attempt to breed with two hens in one cage, 
for their jealoufy of each other will difap- 

H 2 point 
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point your expectations from both. There 
ihould be two neR boxes in every cage y for 
though the young ones generally leave the 
neR in fourteen days, the hen fometimes 
begins another neft before they are out ; 
and if Rie has not a box provided, will 
build upon the young birds and fmother 
them. 

It may not be amifs alfo, as the hen is 
commonly attached to that corner of the 
cage where Rie firR fits, to Aide the neR of 
young birds farther in, when flie inclines 
to build again, and put the empty box 
upon the fpot from whence the neR is re- 
moved. 

As foon as your birds are put together, 
you muR begin to feed them with hard egg, 
and bread grated and mixed together. This 
fhould be given frefli every day, in the pro- 
portion of half an egg, with about three or 
four times the fame quantity of bread, to 
every pair, throughout the feafon, belide their 
ordinary diet of rape and canary-feed. 
With this, they Ihould alfo have a due fup- 
ply of chick-weed, groundfel, plantain, 
or cos- lettice leaves, as the feafon affords; 
and a pan of clean water to wafli themfelves 
in at pleafure. The cage-makers fupply all 
the proper furniture for thefe occafions 

I would recommend to fuch perfons as 
breed only a few birds for their diverfion, to 

ufe 
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ufe large cages, it being much the belt way: 
but thefe cages mu ft always ftand in one 
olace for if they are ihifted about, the 
birds will never fettle to tneir bufinefs. 
Thofe who intend to breed a number, fhouid 
prepare a room for that purpofe. 

Let the fituation of it, if poftible, be 
fuch, that the birds may enjoy the benefit 
of the morning fun, which is both delight- 
ful and nourishing j and let the windows be 
covered with wire-work, that they may 
have the advantage of the air in good wea- 
ther, which will make them thrive the bet- 
ter : keep the floor of the room clean, 
fometimes lifting fine dry gravel or fand 
upon it, and often removing the dung and 
other foul fluff, ft ou muft take care to fix 
neft-boxes, and back-cages, in every con- 
venient corner and place of the room, at 
leaft twice the number that you have birds, 
that they may have the more variety to 
chufe a lodging to their minds ; for fome 
love to build high, and fome very low, 
fome in a light place, and others will chufe 

a dark place. , 

There ought to be two windows in tne 

room, one at each end, and feveral perches 
at proper diftances for the birds to fettle 
upon, as they fly backwards and forwards. 
You may let likewife a tree in fome conve- 
nient place of the room, to divert the birds, 
. H 3 and 
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and feme of them will like to build in it : 
you mu ft obferve that their neft is fecure 
rrom falling through, and if in danger, to 
tie the tree clofer to prevent it, and they 
wi 1 hatch there as well as in any other place. 
Kernember, not to put too many birds to- 

getner, eight or ten pair are enough for a 
middling room. 

When your birds are firft paired, as I 
directed before, turn them into this room • 
where they will live, as it were, a conjugal 
ifte ; and notwithftanding there are feveral 
omer birds in the fame room, one cock and 
one en, as they firft coupled together, will 
keep content to each other, and° both con- 
cur and aflift in fitting and feeding their 
young : for the cock-bird takes his turn in 
ui ding the neft, fitting upon the eggs, and 
teeuing the young, as well as the hen. ' 

• 

Oj their Neft , and how to order the Young. 

YOU muft furnifh the birds with fluff 
for making their neft ; fuch as fine hay, 
e k s hair, and mofs : but give them no wool 
oi cotton ; for their feet are apt to tangle in 
it, fo that when they get off the neft, they 
are in danger of dragging it out after them. 
Let all thele materials be thoroughly dry ; 
then mix and tie them up together in a net, 

6 or 
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or put them in a rack, fo that the birds may 
eafily pull it out as they want it ; and let it 
be hung in proper places in the room for 

that purpofe. , , 

They build a pretty neat neit, about 

which they will fometimes be fo induflrious, 
as to begin and finifh it in one day, though 
thev are generally two or three days in mak- 
!„g y their neft. The hen lays commonly 
four c°*gs y cinci fits thirteen dsy s. 

When the young are hatched, leave them 
to the care of the old ones to nurfe and 
bring up, till they can fly and feed them- 
felves. The hen, as I laid before, will 
fometimes build again before the former 
brood can fhift for themfelves ; the care of 
which, the transfers to the cock-bird, who 
will feed and nurfe them himfelf, fupplymg 
the care of both parents, while Ihe brings 

on and attends her new progeny. 

When the young Canary-birds can feed 

themfelves, take them from the old ones, 
and cage them. If they are flying a out 
the room, you may catch them with a fmali 
hoop-net at the end of a long handle, maae 
for that purpofe. They may foon be 
weaned from their foft meat to leed and 

greens. *• 
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Of the Canary-bird's Difeafes and their 

L ure • 

\ x 

BESIDES their moulting, which is 
common to all birds, they are fubjed: to 
.“ e following dxforders. The firft is a fur- 
leit ! occafioned either by a violent cold 
°r from eating too greedily upon greens," 
eipecially a rank fort of chick-weed with 
broad leaves, and without feeds, which is 
hurtful Doth to old and young birds it be- 
ing very apt to furfeit the latter. To dif- 
cover when the bird has this diftemper, 
blow the feathers on the belly, and you 
will perceive it fwelled, tranfparent, and 
full of little red veins, (all its little bowels 
unking down to the extreme parts of its 
body) , and if rar gone, black, which gene- 
rally brings death. The cure of this diA 
eafe, if taken in time, is to keep him warm, 
l give him whole oatmeal amongft his 
feed for three or four days, in order to 
c eam e him j and put liquorice in his water, 

• A . jC IS to ° 10 °f e > inftead of oatmeal, 
give him maw-feed and bruifed hemp-feed 

being more binding; and at die fame time 

let him have a little faffron in his water • 

or yon may boil milk and bread, with a 

bhtX'hlli' 1 ; ’ tis very g00d for the 

■ ■ Another 
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Another malady the Canary-bird is trou- 
bled with, is a little pimple on his rump, 
called the pip ; it will general <y go away 
of itfelf, but if at any time it is bad, and. 
will not, when it is ripe, let out the iickly 
matter with the point of a fine needle, 
fqueezing it all out with as much gentlenels 
as you can ; after, take a bit of loaf-mgar, 
moiften it in your mouth, and put it on the 

fore, which will heal it. 

A third difeafe is a kind of yellow fcabs 
that come about their head and eyes, which 
fometimes fwell, and are full of matter ; 
anoint thofe places with frefh butter 01 lard, 
or the oil of fweet almonds ; thofe things 
will cure it, unlefs it fpread, then nothing 
but time and cooling food will carry it ofifi 
Canary-birds are fometimes feized with 
fits, and drop from their perches to the 
ground, where they tumble in con vul lions. 
In this cafe, if they are difcovered in time, 
and plunged in a pan of cold water, they 

will generally recover. 

The laft thing that I fhall take notice of 

is his moulting. You may know when this 

comes on by the bird’s appearing rough, 

melancholy, and often lleeping in the day 

with his head under his wings ; and the cage 

being covered with down and fmall featners; 

for the young ones, the firfi: year, call only 

r> them 
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their down and fmall feathers, and the fe- 
cond, their tail and wing-feathers. 

Careful nurling is the principal means to 
preferve birds under this natural malady; 
therefore be fure to keep him warm ; fet 
him fometimes in the fun, when it Ihines 
powerfully, to balk himfelf, it will comfort 
him veiy much, always taking care to keep 
him from cold or wind, which are very 
prejudicial to him at fuch a time ; let him 
have good nourilhing food, befide his com- 
mon leed ; as fealded bread with the water 
fqueezed out, and maw- feed : you may 
alfo put a little faffron in his water. If the 
weather is very hot when the birds are in 
their moult, give them liquorice in their 
water inftead of faffron, and plantain or 
lettice-feed ; but not any of that meat if it 
be cold weather. 

In the winter-time, when green meat is 
not to be had, or the feafon is too cold to 
allow it, a little fcalded bread, with the wa- 
ter fqueezed from it, will be an agreeable 
regale to your birds once a week, and keep 
their bodies from being too much bound 
RP> by their dry leed. A llice of a ripe 
cippiC or pear, now and then jfiuck between 
the bars of their cage, is alfo a feaft that 
their fongs will thank you for. 

Thefe things, with good attendance, will 
at all times contribute very much to the re- 
lief 
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lief of lick birds. And whatever elfe i$ 
delivered in this treatife concerning the 
nature, fong, marks of male and female, 
building, breeding, feeding, &c. of birds, 
being founded upon experience, will Upon 
.trial anfwer likewife. 
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